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PREFACE. 



In the following Dialogue is laid down the 
ancient doctrine of the Church of England, as 
preached by our glorious Reformers, and still 
continued in our Articles and Homilies. It is 
presumed, that a work of this kind may be ac- 
ceptable to every member of our commuBity, 
that their understandings may be rightly in- 
formed, their minds immovably fixed in the 
doctrine they profess; and that a plain and art* 
less display of the truth may be a lasting pre- 
servative from the errors of those teachers, who 
falsely style themselves of the Church, and set 
themselves up for their best friends, but are iii 
fact, her greatest enemies. 

Impartiality is observed, by giving the argu- 
ments on both sides their due force, whilst a 
multiplicity of unnecessary words is purposely 
avoided. 

Notions, modes, and party, are not espoused, 
as the intent is to plead for religion, not opinion; 
to preach Christ, not ourselves. 

Attempts of this kind have been made before. 
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IV PREFACE. 

but were rendered abortive bj the subject de- 
generating into a defence of particular senti- 
ments, instead of introducing nothing but what 
tended to a life of holiness. 

Modern preachers too little regard scripture 
example, and lean too much to their own under- 
standing to do good. Instead of being of any 
great service to religion, they spend their 
strength for nought/ and fight as one that beats 
the air,^ by making things of no moment the 
pillar and ground of truth. The interest of 
Christ receives but small benefit from tlieir la- 
boursy however they may succeed in promoting 
parties, or striving about words.? Their zeal 
is wasted in externals^or doctrines not essential, 
whilst the weightier matters of the law^ are 
passed over, as if God dwelling ii^ us^ were the 
least that concerned us, and sanctification unto 
obedience^^ no part of the faith once delivered to 
the saints.7 



1 Is. xliz. 4. 2 1 Cor. ix. 26. 

» 2 Tim. ii. 14. 4 Matt, xxiii. 23, 

* 2 Cop. vi. 16. 6 1 Pet. i. 2. 
^ Jude iii. 
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Pulpit. Your humble servant, Mr. Reading 
Desk, I hope I see you well, sir. I intend you 
a morning visit. 

D£SK. Good company, sir, is always to be 
valued. But I fear it is over with me: 1 have 
laboured under a long, painful and dangerous 
disorder, brought upon me by grief ^ and it is a 
miracle I am alive. 

P. I am sorry to find so dear a friend and 
companion not enjoying every comfort of body 
and mind, which might render his valuable life 
still more serviceable. As to myself, I give 
praise, I am in perfect health; but it cuts me to 
the heart to see you so infirm and sickly. What 
shall I do to relieve so worthy a friend ! How 
is it possible that a relation so near and dear to 
me, can have lingered under a long and grievous 
affliction, and I be an utter stranger to it? 

D. I design to let you into the cause of my 
disorder; and when I have opened my mind, I 
hope to find myself better. 

P. Sir, you please me extremely; and as it is 

A 2 



6 ▲ DIALOGUE BETWEEN THE 

an important subject, pray begin, and unbosom 
yourself to your dear companion and fellow la- 
bourer; and whatever service I can be of, you 
may safely depend on my fidelity. 

D. I readily embrace the occasion that offers | 
and your importunity will embolden me to speak 
without reserve. But I must be honest and 
plain with you : I would have you understand 
that I am all of a piece^ and detest the being 
otherwise before a man's face that I am behind 
his back. I cannot play the hypocrite, and turn 
with the times; and though my free and artless 
deportment displeases some, in this dark aAd 
degenerate age: nevertheless^ consult the Bible, 
and you will find this good old method pleasing 
to God, and approved of by all good men. You 
must, of consequence, own that for me to hear 
myself contradicted just over my head, made a 
liar, and false witness, as soon as 1 have exer- 
cised my office, and declared those truths which 
public authority enjoin me, must be very trying 
to my constitution.* 

P. Truly,. sir, you surprise me I Am I this 
person? Am I the cause of your disorder? Can 
you possibly think I am a hypocrite, backbiter, 
and time-server? That I do not take the Bible 
for my rule, as well as you? But speak not so 
warmly; if the congregation hear us contending, 
who should speak the same thing, and find that 
we, who are at the head of ecclesiastical affairs. 



• Whatever is said, throughout the whole of this Dia- 
logue, is designed for those pulpits only, that contra- 
<lict and depart from their Common Prayer Book. 
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tliink thus of each other, our precepts will make 
but little impression; thej will be ready to say, 
" physician heal thyself;" and bid us first pull 
the beam out of our own eye. Example goes 
farther than precept. 

• D. For my own part, I care not who hears us, 
for you have made all the world to know of the 
quarrel. 

P. Mr. Reading Desk, I insist on it that you 
explain yourself. It cuts me to the quick to 
hear this from you, who have been hitherto my 
good friend, and now, to turn your back upon 
me! — I cannot bear it. If it had been some 
sectary I should not have taken this notice; but 
you that are as my own self! Surely some cruel 
enemy hath raised groundless stories, which 
have exasperated you: or is it not your years 
and dotage? For without dispute, to arrive at 
two hundred years, or upwards, and to be com- 
pos mentis^ is a miracle. Old people love not to 
be contradicted; they will have their own way: 
we had better leave cavilling, and be friends. 
Therefore, sir, your most obedient. 

D. Hold, sir, stop a little, 1 have not done. 
You seemed at first, overjoyed at the opportu- 
nity; and what, will you hear .no more? This 
shows you are guilty, and that your conscience 
condemns you. For my part, I regard no man, 
and if you putofftill midnight, I am resolved to 
tell you my mind; and if you will not hear me 
now, I will publish it to all the world, and let 
them see that you are no more a friend to reli- 

fion than Demas, Simon Magus, or Judas, 
'ou are pleased to insinuate, that I am in my 
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dotage; but I will prove that mj senses are as 
clear, and my memory as sound, as yours. I 
allow you to object, and take the same liberty 
with me, that I take with you; and wherein I 
speak or act not agreeable to scripture and rea- 
son, reprove me; I assure you I will not spare 
to tell you the whole truth. 

P. Please to make good what you lay to my 
charge. You have already said enough to make 
a stone speak; and I am now determined to dis- 
pute it out, for I will not be run down and tram- 
pled upon so unjustly. Some of the congrega- 
tion have certainly heard what has passed; and 
if they believe you, I shall be little esteemed for 
the future. 

D. Then I will prove my assertion. But I 
scarce no where to begin; for you not only con- 
tradict me, but pi*each a new doctrine of your 
own, and have introduced a system entirely un- 
known to our reformers. There is scarce a fun- 
damental truth but you subvert, or a dangerous 
error you do not teach. I am really concerned 
for you; and would not willingly expose you, or 
open the mouths of gainsayers, though your of- 
fence IS so capital. But whether it was your 
own ignorance, or the sin of your parents that 
made you offer yourself to the ministry for gain, 
or an easy life, or that the Bishop was imposed 
on at your ordination, when you solemnly de- 
clared you were " inwardly moved by the Holy 
Ghost to take upon you that office," though at the 
same time you were wholly unacquainted with 
the Spirit of God, I will not hastily determine: 
however^ immortal souls are at stake; and if 



PULPIT AND READING DESK. 9 

matters are not speedily altered, the conse- 
quence will be deplorable. Deceit and guile in 
yourself, with error and ignorance in the people, 
IS all that can be expected. 

P. Sir, my reasons for engaging in sacred 
things, are better than you may suppose. They 
are satisfactory to the bulk of mankind, and few 
if any, of the leariied and honourable, call them 
in question. First, " They are the same as my 
neighbours; we all hold one opinion, and I do 
not choose to be singular. The way the mul- 
titude go, I charitably hope is right Secondly, 
custom prevailed with me; for as I believed like 
others, I acted like others. Thirdly, I had 
never considered these things, nor hardly read 
them. Fourthly, we act from office, what is 
called ex officio^ not from principle; and we are 
appointed to read, not to believe. Fifthly, I 
signed in a dense of my own, not as the words 
implied; and as articles of peace, not of doc- 
trine: therefore I never preach them. Sixthly, 
interest was closely connected with subscribing, 
and I could not nave separated one from the 
other, if I were to have strove till dooms-day." 
And for you to be so severe on me for the little, 
common failings of so many, and when I can 
give such good reasons for what I do, is very 
unbecoming. 

D. If this be your best defence, mercy on 
you in the great day! It amounts to no other 
than this— that you blush at nothing, are deter- 
mined to break through all bounds, and that 
you pay no regard to truth and sincerity. By 
the same way of arguing, a Protestant may sign 



10 A DIALOGUE BETWEEN THE 

all the articles of Popery, a Mahometan sub- 
scribe the whole Christian faith. What a stretch 
of hypocrisy! A fine example to your flock. 
Truly you have long been a sore enemy, a pub- 
lic and prirate foe to me, and the whole congre- 
gation; and if it be considered, the harm we 
nave all sustained, it would appear what favour 
has been shown you in not stripping off your 
^wn, driving you out of the church, and leav- 
ing you to follow another kind of business. 
The evil you have done, I am sure the whole 
world can never repair. And, however you 
may boast of your own good constitution, you 
are as sickly, to the full, as I am: your whole 
head is sick, your whole heart is faint, there is 
no soundness, but wounds, and bruises, and pu- 
trifying sores.* Your carcase is meagre and con- 
sumptive; those parts that were sound are 
dropped off; that true health and vigour, that 
comeliness and good deportment, once seen in 
you, exist no more. Your eyes are now blinded ^ 
your ears dull of hearing: your limbs are become 
leeble and inactive, your feet ever stumbling 
and turning out of the narrow path: nor can all 
your art and contrivance make what is sound to 
stay upon your bones. Every part that is un- 
corrupt is to be looked for only in me, however 
mean and dejected I may appear. 

P. Be as severe as you please; and whether I 
did right or wrong, and whether my doctrine be 
new or old, I am sure it is the truth. 

D. As for your doctrine being true, you must 
again bear to hear me declare it, a most danger- 

1 l9iuali i. 5, 6. 
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ous falsehood. You err in the very fundamentals 
of religion, and how is it possible, that what you 
build on a foundation of sand, should be lasting? 

P. If by the foundation you mean repentance^ 
I am confident I am clear, and that you are to 
be blamed for your heavy and false aspersions. 
I always preach repentance at the four seasons 
of the year, Christmas, Easter, &c. to remind 
the people of their duty^ to prepare for death 
and judgement, to leave off sinning, and serious- 
ly to think of the design of our Saviour's being 
born, suffering, and rising again for us miserable 
sinners^ that they may duly consider his exceed- 
ing great love, come fitly prepared to the liord's 
Table, and worthily partake of that divine or- 
dinance, thereby to obtain pardon for their sins, 
and joyfully to be received into glory when they 
depart this life: yes, sir, I have thousands to 
bear witness to the truth of what I say. Also 
the many sermons I preach against swearing, 
drunkenness, debauchery, sabbath -breaking, 
theft, covetousness, deceit, and worldly desires, 
which many of the congregation can reflect on 
with pleasure. Therefore I hope you will own 
your neavy and unchristian charge is false, and 
only the effect of pride and ill- will; probably 
because I have the learned and noble on my 
side, and you are become ai mere by-word« 
Therefore, as you. have given me liberty to speak 
my mind freely, I apprehend this to be the 
cause of your disorder. 

D. I am exceeding glad to hear you speak 
out. I hope we shall bring things to a happy 
issue before long. Permit me then to tell you 
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frankly, that your very manner of preaching re- 
pentance, and crying out against sin, ayails no- 
thing. ' Your hearers are neither changed in 
hearty nor reformed in life; such as were sin- 
ners, are sinners still, and every evil-doer goes 
on as he did before. So that what you have 
hitherto done, will not abide the test, your stub- 
ble will be consumed, for the fire shall try every 
man's work, and make it manifest.^ If some- 
times you speak against sin and inform sinners 
if they die in an impenitent state, thev die eter- 
nally; before you conclude, you preach them all 
to heaven: " We christians, and we believers," 
you cry, and " brethren, I hope better things 
concerning you, and things that accompany sal- 
vation;" when at the same time sin is gaining 
ground daily, and you must know, that your 
preaching is one great cause of it, if only by your 
telling tnem, that large allowances are to be 
made for breach of duty; that God is merciful, 
that he will accept of moderate degrees of obe- 
dience, and that a very little progress in virtue 
is sufficient. Now what would our reformers 
think of this? and what would the old prophet 
say to you? Read Jer. xxiii. and tremble. 

P. So that all my crying out against sin, in- 
structing the people in their duty, and preach- 
ing morality, goes for nothing. Be so kind as 
to inform me what you apprehend to be the 
best method to reclaim sinners, and how the 
right of foundation is to be laid. 

J). I am quite ready; but whenever I speak it 

1 Cor. ill. 13. 
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>viU surely stir up the enemies of God against 
me; and your own poor hearty my dear Pulpit, 
will be full of rage: you will be ready to gnash 
with your teeth. Besides, should you reject it, 
great will be your condemnation: he that knew 
his Master's will, and did it not, was beaten 
with many stripes. ^ 

P. Why do you keep me in suspense ? I am 
determined to hear it. 

D. Then, if you would speak as the oracles of 
God,^ cry aloud, and spare not: lift up thy 
voice like a trumpet (saith the Prophet,) and 
show my people their transgressions, and the 
house of Jacob their sins:^ Tell them the wrath of 
God is revealed from heaven against all ungod- 
liness and unrighteousness of men:* That God 
will bring every word into judgment, with every 
secret thing, whether it be good or evil.* That 
whatsoever a man soweth, that shall he also 
reap.® And not every one that Saith, Lord, 
Lord, shall enter into the kingdom of heaven.^ 
Tell them, that by nature we are children of 
wrath,^ and as helpless as we are guilty: no 
more able to deliver ourselves from the do- 
minion of sin, than the Ethiopian to change his 
skin, or the leopard his spots.' Tell them 
that, however moral and virtuous, they must 
be born again as well as the worst of others, or 
not see the kingdom of God.*** They must put 

« Lukexii. 47. 2 1 pet. iv. 11. 

3 Isaiah Iviii. 1. * Rom. i. 18. 

» Eccl. xii. 14. « Gal. vi. 7. 

' Matt. vii. 21. « Eph. ii. 3. 

» Jer. xiii. 23. *o Johnm.3. 
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on the new man, which after God is created in 
righteousness and true holiness.^ Tell them 
that while they are in a state of nature, and 
not renewed in the spirit of their mind^, thej 
are exposed to everlasting ruin, without a waj 
to escape; that their doom is for ever fixed, un- 
less their condition on earth be quite altered. 
If any man have not the spirit of Christ, h^ is 
none of his.^ If we dd not feel the power of 
Christ in our hearts; if we are not washed from 
the ^iit of sin by his blood, and delivered from 
the aominion of it by his spirit dwelling in us^ 
80 that we truly experience a death unto sin, 
and a new birth unto righteousness,^ his dying 
and rising a^ain avails us nothing. Tell all 
impenitent sinners they are going to hell to- 
gether, and that every soul of them will perish, 
if they repent not ; tell them they are blind, 
and see not where they are going; tell them they 
are enemies to God, and hate his ways and peo- 
ple, but are true slaves to sin and Satan; tell 
them they are dead to God and all goodness: 
Yea, tell them, that by actual and original 
transgression, they have brought upon them- 
selves his curse a^d condemnation: Tell them 
it is not all they can do, will save them from- 
everlasting wrath: If they get not an interest in 
Christ, they must be consumed for ever. 

P* Mercy upon usl It is all enthusiasm; and 
enough to distract and drive people mad, and 
make them despair. Indeed^ Mr. Reading Desk, 

1 Eph. ir. 24. a Rom. t. 23. 

3 Rom. viii. 9. 4 Ibid. v. 11. 

6 Catechism. 
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if this be your method of reclaiming sinnersi 
and right way of laying the foundation, I neither 
believe, nor will I preach it. I must ingenu- 
ously tell you, I cannot let such odd notions and 
unpolished expressions pass, without thoroughly 
weighing them. 

!>. *^ As false or frightful as it may seem to 
you, every word I have spoken is the real truth. 
I know you are ever afraid of my driving the 
congregation irito despair; and I am equally 
afraid of your leaving them to perish in their 
sins. The only despair I can bring upon them 
by sound doctrine, is that of being saved whilst 
they continue in sin; a despair of God's faith- 
ful word proving false; or that he will suffer 
himself to be mocked. But the despair you 
lead them to, is that which ends in gnashing of 
teeth, weeping and wailing, without hope, to all 
eternity. And what madness is like this ? — 
the frenzy and distraction of setting the Al- 
mighty at defiance, daring him to his face, by 
the wilful breach of his righteous law? What 
delusion iike^ saying in your heart, God will 
not do as he has threatened, he does not intend 
to execute what he has spoken by Christ, the 
Apostles, &c. This is madness, indeed! To 
sow to the flesh, and hope to reap to the spirit;^ 
to walk the broad way to hell, and hope it will 
lead to heaven; to deny the word of truth, and 
make Christ a liar; to hope to deceive God, or 
find he was not in earnest when he spake, but 
that the unrighteous shall, after all, inherit the 

1 Gal. vi. a. 
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kingdom:^ Or, if you believe the scriptures, 
Vfhai. is equal to the distraction of knowing 
these things to be true, and yet for the base 
pleasures of sin, a few moments of wicked in- 
dulgence, to go headlong to never ending tor- 
ments! This is, surely, the greatest of all folly, 
error, deceit, and delusion under heaven." You 
were pleased at the first of our conversation, to 
intimate a most cordial affection for me, to be 
interested in the behalf of my health, and to 
express your thoughts of my importance in very 
high terms. But alas! I was well assured they 
were mere words, and that no one could have 
me in greater contempt than yourself. 

P. Waving this; I must nave still farther 
propf, or [ cannot believe. 

D. Turn then to the office of baptism: there 
I instruct the congregation, <^ That all men are 
conceived and born in sin, and that our Saviour 
Christ saith, none can enter into the kingdom 
of God, except he be regenerate and born a new 
of water and the spirit." And farther, you see 
what care I take in the catechism to inform the 
child in its earliest days, '^ That all men are 
born in sin, and are children of wrath.'' And 
in the 9th article I teach, '^original sin is the 
fault and corruption of the nature of every man, 
whereby man is very far gone from original 
righteousness, and is of his own nature inclined 
to evil; which in every man deserveth God's 
wrath and damnation.'' And in the Litany, 
<^ From thy wrath, and everlasting damnation, 

* 1 Cor. vi. 9, 10. Gal. v. 19.— 21. Eph. v. 5. 
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good Lord deliver us." See also the second 
part of the homily on the misery of man: ^^ Thus 
we have heard how evil we be of ourselves, how 
of ourselves we have no goodness, help, or sal- 
vation, but otherwise sin, damnation, and death 
everlasting; which, if we deeply weigh and con- 
sider, we shall better understand the great 
mercy of God, and how our salvation cometh 
only by Christ; for we can do nothing of our- 
selves, whereby we may be delivered from this 
miserable captivity into which we are cast, by 
breaking of God^s commandments in our first 
parent, Adam. We are all become unclean, 
but we are npt able to cleanse ourselves. We 
are by nature children of wrath, but we are not 
able t« make ourselves children of glory. We 
are sheep that run astray, but we cannot, of 
our own power, come again to the sheep-fold.'' 
Do you allow this to be proof? Op do you so, 
much as believe one word of it? 

P. Is this all the proof you can bring? 

D. No: Homily the first on tlie nativity saith, 
**The first man, through giving ear to the 
devil, as before he was blessed, so now he was 
accursed; instead of the image of God, he was 
now become the image of the devil; instead of 
the citizen of heaven, he is' become the bond- 
slave of hell, having no one part of his (original) 
purity, but being altogether spotted and defiled; 
msomuch that he seemed to be nothing else but 
a lump of sin. This if it had only rested on 
Adam, might better have been borne; but it fell 
also upon all his posterity for ever, so that the 
whole brood of Adam's flesh sustained the self- 

B 2 
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same fall and puuishment." Sir, do you be- 
lieve this? 

P. If you have any thing more let me hear it. 

D. In the first homily for Good-Friday, I 
read, ^^ If sin rule in us, then is God departed 
from us; then hath the devil dominion in us; 
and if in such miserable ^tate we die, we shall 
not rise to life." Also the next homily: " The 
first man Adam, by eating of the forbidden 
tree, purchased thereby not only to himself, 
but also to his posterity for ever, the just in- 
dignation of God, who, according to his^rst 
sentence, condemned both him and his, to ever- 
lasting death, both of body and soul." I fear 
you do not believe a syllable of it. Surely those 
that represented you, at baptism, mistook; and 
when they were asked whether they believed 
the articles of the creed, instead of saying, I 
stedfastly believe, they cried out, I renounce 
them all! You are pleased, indeed, to tell me, it 
is all enthusiasm. Certainly then, in repeating 
your Catechism, instead of intending to do as 
was promised for you, nothing came into your 
mind but following the devH and all his works, 
the pomps and vanity of this wicked world, 
and the sinful lusts of the flesh; and therefore 
you said, yes, verily: and so I will. And in 
tnith, so you have. 

P. I beg pardon for interrupting you. As 
for the homilies there is not much learning in 
them; they are grown obsolete, and none of our 
great men have any veneration for them now. 
This generation is grown more polite, our know- 
ledge more refined, our language better. They 
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suited the dulness, and ignorance of the times 
in which they were wrote; but they will not go 
down in this enlightened age. 

D. So then while jou have been increasing 
in knowledge, and refining your language, you 
have suited your divinity to the taste of the 
times, and very dexterously perverted the doc- 
trine you profess, putting darkness for light, 
and light for darkness,^ and very fairly made 
a jest of what you solemnly subscribed. You 
are pleased to say, the learned have little vene- 
ration for the homilies; but you mistake: I 
could produce late, as well as fornaer instances, 
of many wise and eminent men, both for learn- 
ing and piety who have had the homilies in great 
esteem. Who more learned than archbishop 
Usher, bishop Beveridge, Jewel? &c. and these 
both experienced and preached this doctrine, as 
you mav see by their writings. Thus bishop 
Reynolds, a true son of the church, in his ser- 
mon 6n the sinfulness of sin: ^^ Look into your 
heart, and you shall find a very hell of unclean- 
ness, full of deep and unsearchable wickedness, 
full of hardness; no sins, no judgments, no mer- 
cies, no allurements, no hope, fear, promises, 
instructions, able to startle, awaken, melt, or 
shape it to a better image, without the imme- 
diate omnipotency of that God, who melts the 
mountains, and turns ston^s into the sons of 
Abraham." Also bishop Wilkins, another true 
son, heartily agrees with the former, saying, 
^< All the pravity and baseness which fills up 

» Isaiah, v. 20. 
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every part and power about us, are but effusions 
of our original corruption. What a world of 
mischief is there in our Several parts, our wills 
and affections, our tongues and eyes! yet these 
are but as little rivulets; the fountain, or rather 
the sea, that feeds them, is our corrupt nature." 
*' I believe, (saith Beveridge) that I was con- 
ceived in sin and brought forth in iniquity, and 
that ever since I have been conceiving mischief, 
and bringing forth vanity. " 

But why so much stress on human learning? 
If you please, turn to the homily on reading the 
scripture: ^' man's human wisdom," saith St. 
Chrysostom, " is not needful to the understand- 
ing of scripture, but the revelation of the Holy 
Ghost; who inspireth the true meaning unto 
them, who, with humility and diligence, search 
for it." Also in the homily on Whitsuntide, a 
memorable passage is inserted, of ^' a certain 
wise philosopher, who being an extreme ad- 
versary to Christ and his doctrine, . ould not be 
converted to the faith, but was able to withstand 
all the arguments that could be brought against 
him: At length there started up a poor simple 
man, one that was reputed an ideot. The bishops 
and learned men standing by, were marvellously 
abashed, thinking that they should all be put to 
open shame. But he brought the philosopher 
to such a point in the end, contrary to all men's 
expectation, that he could not but acknowledge 
the power of God in his word, and gave place to 
the truth:'' And farther says the homily, " Was 
not this a miraculous work, that a silly soul, of 
no learning, should do that which many bishops 
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of great understanding were never able to bring 
to pass?" 

P. I must have more than human authority. 
Can you prove your homilies, &c. from scrip* 
ture? 

D. I commend you for receiving nothing with- 
out divine testimony $ but I fear you require 
farther evidence with no better design than to 
evade the truth, and trifle with the subject. 
First then, St John saith, The whole world lieth 
in wickedness,^ and St. Paul beareth the like 
testimony, there is none' righteous, no, not one. 
All have sinned, and come short of the glory of 
God^' And again, by one man's disobedience 
many were made sinners.^ And the Psalmist 
asserts, that he was shapen in inicjuity, and in 
sin did his mother conceive him.^ Again, the 
imagination of man's heart is evil from his 
youth.^ The heart is deceitful above all things, 
and desperately wicked.^ Also, they hated 
knowledjge, and did not choose the fear of the 
Lord. They would none of my counsel. They 
despised all my reproof.^ Thev refused to 
hearken, and pulled away the slioulder^ and 
stopped their ears that they should not hear: 
Yea they made their hearts as an adamant-stone, 
lest thev should hear the law, and the words 
which the Lord of hosts hath sent in his spirit." 
And what is more dreadful, their soul abhorred 

> 1 John V. 19. 2 Rom. iii. 10. 12. 23, 

• Rom. V. 19. 4 Psalm li. 5. 

* Gen. viii. 21. « Jer. xvii. 9. 

' Prov. L 29, 30. « Zcch. vu. 11, 12. 
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God.* They rejoice to do evil, and delight in 
the forwardness of the wicked.* And the God 
of this world bath blinded their minds.' Dead 
in trespasses and sins, — children of wrath.* 
Captives of the devil,* — children of the devil: 
for he that commtttetn sin is of the devil .° 

P. But will you undertake to bring scripture 
proof that human Hterature is not needful for 
the attainment of divine knowledge, and for 
teaching the truths of religion? 

D. If I prove it from a thousand scriptures I 
am persuaded you will not believe. I read that 
the prophet Elisha was called to the ministry 
when following the plough.^ That Amos was a 
herdsman, and the Lord took him as he followed 
the flock, and said, go, prophecy unto my peo- 
ple Israel^. David though taken from the sheep- 
lolds,'' became the great composer of the book 
of Psalms. And when Christ called twelve to 
be his Apostles, he did not go to the seminaries 
of learning, but chose ignorant fishermen, that 
the pride of man might be mortified. For not 
many wise, not many mighty, not many noble 
are called: But God hath chosen the foolish 
things of the world to confound the wise, and 
things which are despised, and things, which 
are not, to bring to nought things that 
are.*® Our holy Lord glorifies his Father, that 
he had hid these things from those the world 

» Zech. xi. 8. « Prov. ii. 14. 

> 2 Cor. iv. 4. * Eph. ii. 1. 3. 

» 2 Tim. u. 26. « 1 John iii. 8. 

^ 1 Kings xix. 19. * Amos vii. 14. 

• Psalm Ixxviii. TO. » 1 Cor. i. 26—28, 
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esteemed wise and pradent, and had revealed 
them to babes ;^ persons that were accounted as 
nothing. Yet we allow that learning is useful 
in its place, if attended with divine grace, if 
subservient to the truth of Ood, and if made to 
submit to the faith of the gospel. 

P, Some have, indeed, great veneration for 
the fathers; but for mj part, I have not. I 
prefer the authority of later times, and depend 
most on the judgment of modern authors; as 
there must have been opportunity, since the first 
ages of Christianity for revising the sentiments 
of the ancients. If you could produce great 
and good men, near to our own times, who have 
espoused your opinions, and have suffered for 
what they maintained, to cut the matter short, I 
would then give up every objection. 

D. So now you desert the authority of scrip- 
ture, and require further evidence. I thought 
you fled to revelation only to escape conviction. 
As for great and holy men, since the primitive 
fathers, that have borne their testimony to my 
doctrine, what were all the reformers in this 
and other countries ? Bishop Cranmer, Latimer, 
Ridley, Hooper, Ferrars, Phil pot, Saunders, and 
divers others of our own clergy, as well as laity^ 
sealed the truth of it with their blood. The 
book of homilies was compiled by several of 
these venerable martyrs, and the same was 
established by law, with the liturgy, church 
catechism, &c. which every one admitted to 
holy orders was to subscribe, and both preach 

» Math. ii. 25. 
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and live agreeably thereto.^ And if any were 
ordained who had not gifts for preaching,^ that 
such should read a homily after morning prayer, 
to drive away ungodly living, and poisonous 
doctrine, tending to superstition and idolatry. 
Many subscribed, and heartily embraced the 
doctrine of the church, and b^ their lives glori- 
fied God, being instruments oi converting others, 
who afterwards bore the trial of their faith by 
fire and faggot: To instance only one, John Bain- 
faam, who, when the flames had half consumed 
him, cried out, *' Gh ! ye Papists, ye look for 
miracles! here now you may see a miracle, for 
in this fire I feel no more pain than if I were on 
a bed of down, vea,it is to me as abed of roses." 

And now, after all your pretended regard for 
sacred writ, do you not think the wordof God 
is also a stale unpolished piece of antiquity? 
Are you not quite wearv of it? I fear you study 
it very little. Some of my true sons have had 
such veneration for it, that they have read it 
upon their knees. But are not you ready to 
wish with the Papists, that it were even locked 
up ? I know you seldom quote any awakening 
texts, but choose rather to introduce unprofitable 
passages from Plato, Epictetus, Seneca, and 
other heathen writers, leaving the congregation 
destitute of true knowledge. 

P. You bear very hard on me for a word I let 
drop concerning the homilies. 

D. Say rather for rejecting of scripture, and 
for renouncing articles, homilies, liturgy, and 

» Preface to the homilies. * Ibid. 



PULPIT AND aSADTNG DESK* 25 

every tenet that is maintained by the church; 
all which you pretended to believe. And now, 
what if you could prove every part of my office 
to be false? still the argument is in full force 
against you; seeing you professed, subscribed, 
and pretend still to adhere. Certainly you are 
obliged either to be faithful, and to abide by 
your several declarations; or else to give notice 
that you intend to prevaricate and deceive. But 
alas! you have always deceived me, and do no 
more now than you have done from the begin- 
ning. For first, you broke your baptismal vow, 
which bound you to believe all the articles of 
the christian faith; then you deceived me in 
your catechism, saying you would do as your 
sureties had engaged: then, in confirmation 
you broke with me, the third time, telling me 
you would renew your solemn promise: and, 
lastly, in ordination, you use me worse than 
ever. 

F. I hope this is all you have to lay to my 
charge. 

D. Indeed you are mistaken: I have a great 
deal more, and that of the last moment. You 
preach that man has it in his power to turn to 
God, and reconcile himself to his favour; that 
there is in him from nature, a power to work 
righteousness; or at least, that if we do what 
we can, Christ will then patch up the rest. Be- 
sides, you extol the fallen creature to the very 
heavens with his " dignity and rectitude,'' and 
I know not what. He comes into the world, 
you say, as a sheet of white paper, and is capa- 
ble of any impression, good or evil. How con- 
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trary to what I have quoted from the homilies* 
and from what I teach in the daily confession — 
that there is no health in us ; anu in the tenth 
article, ^^ That we have no power to do good 
works, pleasing or acceptable to God, without 
the grace of God, bj Christ?" And farther, 
that even when the will to do good is put into 
us by grace, the same Holy Spirit must still as- 
sist, and give us the power to do that which is 
acceptable to God. Now Mr. P. do you believe, 
or renounee-it all ? Give me a plain answer. 

P. I am not obliged to tell you more than I 
choose. 

D. But you are obliged to act uprightly. As 
for the powers, and abilities you contend for, I 
do for ever maintain, that they are not to be 
ascribed to man, but God; not to be found in 
nature, but in grace; and therefore I teach all 
men to pray, " Almighty God, who seest that 
we have no power to help ourselves, keep us, 
&c."^ 

1 own that all men may have power, and only 
deny its being from themselves, Christ is tlie 
true light that lighteth every man that cometh 
into the world.' Their condemnation will not 
be that they were without holiness by nature, 
but that they rejected the grace by which they 
might have been regenerated and born again. 
We would have healed Babylon (saith God,) 

1 Page 14—18. 

2 Collect for second Sunday in Lent, fourth Sunday 
in Advent, and ninth, eleventh, thirteenth, and nine- 
teenth Sundays after tiinity. 

3 John. i. 9. 
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but she is not healed.^ Grace, mercy, peace, 
pardon, power, and salvation are tendered to 
all^ and their condemnation is that they wiU 
not accept them. But from nature man has 
neither power, wisdom, soodness, nor inclina- 
tion 'to what is right. The preparation of the 
heart in man is from the Lord,^ and the way of 
man is not in himself; it is rot in man that 
walketh to direct his'steps." \t is God that 
worketh in us both to will and to io of his good 
pleasure.'* Therefore saith the ai^ostle, work 
out your own salvation with fear an^ trembling:^ 
That is, as it is God you are concerned with, 
and by your own power you cannot attain righte- 
ousness, fear therefore to offend, or txifle with 
the Almighty; be all attention to his voce, and 
obedience to his spirit, for if he forsaxe you 
there is no other help. And therefore the Psal- 
mist cries. Lord, hold up my goings in thy fatha 
that my footsteps slip uot.^ Make me to g»in 
the path of thy commandments, and incline wf 
heart unto thy testimonies.^ 

P. I never expected to have been so cate- 
chised. But now you can have no more to ob- 
ject. 

D. Indeed your failings are mere numerous 
than you imagine. I farther charge you wih 
this, that whilst you make light of that strict 
ness which the gospel indispensably require), 
you exalt every little heathen virtue to tte 

1 Jer. li. 9. 2 Prov. xvi. 1. | 

8 Jerem. x. 23. -» Phil. ii. 13. ' 

6 Phil. V. 12. 6 Psalm xvii. 5. 
'^ Psam cxls;. 35, 36. 
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pitch of merit. A blind Papist is consistent 
with himself, in making his alms-deeds, and 
outward works meritorious: but you saj, you 
do not trust in your works, and yet the whole 
tendency of your preaching leads to nothing 
else. How ofte» do you quiet the conscience 
with saying, " Come to church, live honestly 
among your neighbours, &c. and you need not 
fear going to fceaven." To mention a late in- 
stance, of a profane person, who was taken 
ill, and upon the approach of death, his friends 
sent for m/ brother Pulpit to pray by himj 
* * Well Join, (saith he,) I hear you have been a 
Tery honest man." " Yes, sir, I thank God, I 
never dii any body harm in all my life.''* So 
John gets a few prayers and the sacrament, with- 
out aiy further examination; and this, like a 
popisn absolution, was to be his passport for 
heaven! Therefore through your conduct, and 
the ignorance of the congregation, every igno- 

* Of these we can at best say no more, than that 
tleir war is with heaven, if not with earth? and their 
rtbellion agfainst God, if none beside. Their mouths 
"ae often full of oaths; they profane the name, and 
dy, of him that made them: wallow, like beasts in 
dunkenness, and shameful spewing is on their glory, 
lab. ii. 16. And though God saith, his delight was in 
Girsing, and it shall happen unto him. Psalm, cix. 17, 
B. and denounceth a wo to the drunkards of Ephraira, 
L xxviii. 3. Zeeh. i. 5. yet my brother Pulpit does not 
aways own this course of life to be so very bad, or see 
aiy g^eat need of exhorting men to flee from the wrath 
ti come. And therefore neglecting to warn in the 
tine of life, it is always to be expected, that such will 
desert, or deceive at the hour of death. 



PULPIT AND READING DESK. i$9 

ramus is ready to cast unjust reflections up(n 
me; for one had the assuran(;e the other dayio 
stand upon the market cross, and cry, ^,' I 
publish the banns of marriage between tlie chuich 
of England and the church of Rome; if shy 
person can show cause or impediment why fbese 
may not lawfully be joined together, let them 
now speak, or for ever be silent." imme- 
diately another starts up, and say», "/ forbid 
the banns." Says the former, " Sir I insist 
that you show your reasons." " WA^ replies 
the other, have patience, and I wi^ tell you: 
They are too near of kin: and if /lis will not 
satisfy you, I will descend to particulars.'' 
This woful doctrine of merit h^ ruined thou- 
sands of souls, is the bane of tv^ religion, anc 
one of the great marks that ^monstrate tht 
pope to be Anti-christ. How/iontrary is sucl 
preaching to God's word, an/ to what I teaci 
m the communion! ''We d* not presume t) 
come to this thy table, trying in our owi 
righteousness, but in thy ianifold and grei 
mercies." " When ye haveiione all those thin;s 
which are commanded, saih Christ, say, we ae 
unprofitable servants."* / 

P. So you have undertnien, in the first p/ace, 
to show, from the chur(^,that all men an un- 
done by original as wellas actual sin; secudly, 
you call in theauthoritjfof God's word toirove, 
that all by nature are m a state of condrana- 
tion; thirdly, you saj, man hath no pcA^er of 
his own to return to God; fourthly, thatie can 

^ Luke xvii. 10. 

c 2 



S) A DIALOGUE BETWEEN THE 

nerit nothing by all he can do. I do not un- 
cbrstand nor relish this kind of doctrine. 1 
tKnk a man must be beside himself to believe it. 
D. So I yerilj thought, jou did not believe 
oife word of what you professed^ and this oc- 
casioned me to urge it so home and frequently 
upon you. But I have sufficiently cleared my- 
self f^m the accusation of delirium, and every 
other clsorder you are always ready to impute 
'to me. If you, on your part, are as clear of 
what see^s''to lie against yourself, it is well, 
^ot that ;^u are in the least danger of being 
distracted \ith pure and undefiled religion, or 
>f paying toi high a regard to sacred writ, or of 
Wcoming \rtj wise and useful; but still, you 
^re not out 04 the reach of other evils, which 
nay overtake ^>u before you are aware. Some 
Aen's sins go >efore to judgment.* Wicked- 
rtss is often putished in this life, with horror 
aid despair. — lie foretaste of destruction: 
S^me are destroyed for lack of knowledge.* 
Ohers are blind; md taking on them to lead 
ih blind, both fall nto the ditch.^ Sir, let me 
in\reat you to take warning in time. If you 
ever (design to be coryinced, let it be now, lest 
you Wing yourself anl others, into the place of 
torm^t! 

P. It behoves you h give the highest proof 
that tfe method you take be certainly right. 

D. lam ready to describe the method I take 
with arakened, self-condemned sinners, that 
feel thir lost estate. I grant if I were to leave 

» 1 Til. V. 24. 2 Hos. iv. 6. 3 Mat. xv. 14. 



PULPIT AND READING DESK. 31 

the broken and contrite heart without pointing 
out the remedy, I should be a miserable teacher, 
and you might well complain. A physician that 
meets with a body full of distempers, prescribes 
searching medicines before he gives cordials^ 
and the skilful husbandman breaks up the fal- 
low ground before he sows the seed. But your 
false and superficial method reforms nothine, 
nor so much as prepares for any thing good, 
either in heart or life: The wicked are wicked 
still; the proud, worldly, and profane, continue 
to be the same, or grow worse. Whereas every 
wise master-builder, every faithful messenger of 
God, cries aloud, like the Baptist in the wilder- 
ness, and alarms the consciences of sinners, in 
order to prepare the way of the Lord.* There- 
fore when any are truly wrought upon by the 
doctrine I teach, experience the truth of what 
I have laid down, see the depravity of their fal- 
len nature, bewail the sinfulness of th^ir whole 
lives, then only are they to be deemed meet for 
the promises of the gospel. 

P. Then it seems the only way to peace, is 
through sorrow and distress. 

D. Through godly sorrow:® for whilst they 
are in a state of unbelief, labouring under the 
terror of an awakened conscience, sorrows en- 
compass them about till Christ is revealed in 
them, and their sins are washed away through 
faith in his blood. They see that God is offend- 
ed, the law broken, the conscience defiled $ 
scripture therefore condemns, justice demands 

» Matt. iii. 2,3. 22 Cor. vii. 10. 
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satisfaction, and the promises of salvation onlj 
aggravate their guilt, seeing thej have slighted 
the offers of mercy, been deaf to the loudest 
calls, neglected every means and 4)pportunitj 
of salvation: These all, therefore, unite together, 
to accuse, and terrify. For if he that despised 
Moses' law died virithout mercy, of how much 
SORER punishment shall he be thought worthy, 
ivho has done despite to the spirit of grace ?^ 

^^ At such a season they are all alarmed. Past 
actions atare them in the face; transgressions 
are brought to remembrance; pride, disobe- 
dience, unbelief, love of the world, contempt of 
God and his holy word, appear in their true 
light: Sin seems unpardonable, ruin unavoidable, 
and they are ready to faint under the unsuffera- 
able load. Inbred corruption weighs heavy, 
wicked habits are as fetters of iron, evil desires 
like a prison of hewn stone, which cannot be 
broken; temptations break in on every side, dis- 
tractions from friends and -neighbours, who 
strive to bring them back to the customs of the 
world, its sin, and false security; and if they 
return to God, it must be through a storm of 
opposition, and the contempt of them that know 
him not 

'^The soul is now dark as well as helpless, 
without light to discern, or power to perform; 
very uncertain whether God will save sinners 
so defiled and lost, so unable to believe that the 
Sou of man gave his life a ransom for them;^ that 

» Heb. X. 28, 29. 2 Matt. xx. 28. 
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he came not to call the righteous, but sinners, to 
repentence."^ 

^^ Now thej strive to make their own peace, 
and would appease God bj promises, or by 
bringing vain oblations; l^ut after idanj fruitless 
attempts for reconciliation, and to cleanse them- 
selves from pollution, they find that conscience 
can onlj be pureed bj the blood of Christ;^ this 
being the fountain opened for sin and for unclean* 
ness;^ that God accepts of nothing but faith in 
the Lord Jesus; that that is the work of God, that 
they believe on him whom he hath sent;* and 
that till they do, all their righteousnesses are as 
filthy rags."* 

P. A strimge way to happiness; a way that few 
will ever approve of. 

D. It is a way pointed out in scripture, and 
taught by me. I earnestly exhort ali to ^' con- 
fess their sins before the face of almighty God, 
with an humble, lowly, penitent, ancf obedient 
heart, to the end they may obtain forgiveness 
of the same;'" acknowledging " that they have 
erred and strayed like lost sheep," and that 
*^ there is no health in them:"* Imploring mercy 

1 M*tt. ix. 13. Mark ii. 17. Luke v. 32. 2 Heb. ix. 
14. 3 Zee. xii. 1. 4 John vi. 29. ^ig. ixiv. 6. « Ex- 
hortation and confession for morning and evening ser- 
vice. 

* Such as join in this confession would do well to 
consider, it is to be made with an obesiest heart, and 
not in such wise as to return agun to foUy. Moreover, 
that they acknowledge their defilement by sin to be 
such, that they have sro health in them, but axe full 
of wounds and bruises, and putrifyins^ sores, (Is. i. 6.) a 
body that is all disease, even one complicated plague 
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" as miserable offenders."* Prajing him " pi- 
tifully to behold the sorrows of their hearts. "® 
And that being tied and bound with the chain 
of their sins, the piti fulness of his great mercy 
may loose them:"^ " The remembrance of their 
sins being grievous; the burden of them intoler- 
able:"^ Yet let them wait on the Lord, as David 
saith; let them but wrestle like Jacob, crying, I 
will not let thee go unless thou bless me:^ 
Though sorrow endure for a night, joy cometh 
in the morning.^ Indeed, all that are truly of 
a broken and contrite spirit* ever do, and ever 
will cry out thus to God for help. If any do 
not, they are hardened through the deceitful- 
ness of sin,' and taken captive by the devil 
at his will.® For never did the mariner long 
"with greater desire for the haven, the drowning 
man for the shore, or the parched ground for 
the early and the latter rain, than a truly awak- 
ened soul for a saviour: And whoever feels 
these desires, can never cease from crying out 
till the Deliverer come.* 

P. According to you, this painful estate is 
preferable to the quiet of those who never felt 
such heavy distress. 

D. Greatly to be preferred to the careless 
and deluded condition of many, whose false se- 

and sickness: If they deny this, they mock God in using 
the words: to acknowledge it, is to prove the necessity 
of that redemption by Christ Jesus, which has been 
described. 

> Confession. 2 Litany. ^ Prayers. •* Communion 
confession. ^ Gen. xxxii. 26. ^ Ps. xxx. 5. "^ Heb. iii. 
13. 8 2 Tim. ii. 26. » Is. lix. 20. 
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cority is their destruction.^ Our Lord saith/ 
blessed are they that mourn ;^ and the wise man, 
it is better to go to the house of mourning, than 
to the house of feasting.^ There is no peace, 
saith my God, to the wicked.* That they never 
felt godly sorrow, is no proof they are to be en- 
vied, or their case to be preferred to the peni- 
tent. The only difference is, one is in the sure 
way to true peace; the other, is deceived by 
Satan, sin, the noise, hurry, and trifles of a vain 
and short life — in danger of going on till it be 
too late to recover. And besides, to condemn 
this godly sorrow, is to condemn scripture, and 
my exhortation to make confession. And let 
me tell you, that our reformers have gone the 
way I have described, and tell us plainly, that 
*^ when men feel in the^rnselves the heavy bur- 
den of sin, and see damnation to be the reward 
of it, and behold with the eye of their mind the 
horror of hell; they tremble, they quake, and are 
inwardly touched with sorrowfulness of heart 
for their offences, and cannot but accuse them- 
selves, and open their grief unto almighty God, 
and call upon him for mercy; This being done 
seriously, their mind is so occupied, partly with 
sorrow and heaviness, partly with an earnest de- 
sire to be delivered from this danger of hell and 
damnation, that all desire of meat and drink is 
laid aside, and they loath all worldly things, so 
that they like nothing more than to weep, la- 
ment, mourn, and with words and behaviour of 
body to show themselves weary of life."* 

»See page 11. ^Matt. v. 4. »Eccl. vii. 2. *Is. 
Ivli. 21. 6 First homily on fasting. 
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p. Amazing! . Surely this doctrine has no 
foundation in scripture? 

D. If so, jou ought not to have subscribed 
this doctrine, but verily, the inspired writers 
expressly affirm it. Thus David : thine arrows 
stick fast in me, and thy hand presseth me sore. 
Mine iniquities are gone over mine head: as an 
heavy burden they are to8 heavy for me. I 
have roared by reason of the disquietness of m j 
heart.^ Again: Innumerable evils have com- 
passed me about, mine iniquities have taken 
hold upon me, so that I am not able to look up: 
they are more than the hairs of my head| there- 
fore my heart faileth me.^ 

Thus Heman, I am afflicted; and ready to die 
from my youth up: while I suffer thy terrors I 
am distracted. Thy fierce wrath goeth over 
me, thy terrors have cut me off.^ Thus the 
three thousand, when they were pricked in their 
heart, cried, men and brethren, What shall we 
do?^ The publican smote on his breast, saying 
God be merciful to me a sinner.^ The jailer 
cried out. What must I do to be saved?^ The 
prodigal was perishing, and said, I will arise, 
and go to my Father, and say, I have sinned 
against heaven, and before thee, and am no more 
worthy to be called thy son.'' A sinner in this 
Btate may be called a true penitent. 

P. It is a painful situation, how is it likely to 
end? 

D. It is written, Ask and it shall be given 

I Ps. xxxviii. 2, 4. 8. ^Ib. xl. 12. See also li. 1, 8. 
9, ir. » Ps. Ixxxviii. 15, 16. < Acts ii. 37. 6 Luke 
xvui. 13. 6 Acts xvi. 30. 'J Luke xv. 18, 19. 



PULPIT AND READING DESK. 37 

you; seek and jou shall find; knock and it shall 
be opened.^ He is nigh unto them that are of 
a broken heart, and saveth such as be of a con- 
trite spirit.* 

P. And is there no other way to heaven? 

D. ^^ No other way^but what is found in the 
word of God: And whut I have described is 
that high way, the way of holiness.^ The Holy 
Ghost first convinceth of sin,^ and the soul being 
unenlightened, generally makes many hard, in- 
effectual efforts to deliver itself, and procure a 
righteousness of its own; but being baffied and 
tired out by vain endeavours, and despairing of 
all help, Christ is then pleased to make their 
despondency the tiftie and occasion of drawing 
them to himself:^ And to these he gives power 
to becoikie the sons of God, even to as many as 
believe in his name.** 

p. Are you sure this will be the happy issue 
of all that are thus humbled before God, and 
seek his favour? 

D. When the wicked man turneth from his 
wickedness, he shall save his ^oul alive. ^ Draw 
sigh to God, and he will draw nigh to you." 
Again: Let. him take hold of my strength that 
he may make peace with me, and he shall 
make peace with me.* And how sweetly, 
and according to scripture, do I minister salva- 
tion to the lost sheep of the house of Israel? For 

» Matt. vii. r. « Ps. xxxiv. 18. 

*l8. XXXV. 8. < .*John;!cvi. 8. 
•Johnxii. 32. « Chap. i. 12. 

' Ezek. xviSi. 27. « James iv. 8. 

^ Is. xxvii* 5. 
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while they are prostrate before the Lord, I en- 
join, in the Rubric, the minister to arise, and 
declare, not like my brother Pulpit, who, making 
light of sin, pronounces absolution, and safety, 
to all the impenitent that come within the sound 
of his voice, but to the poor in spirit, that '^ He 
pardoneth all them that truly repent, and uu- 
feigpedly believe his holy gospel.'^ And lest the 
adversary should discourage the penitent by false 
reasoning and subtle temptation, to question the 
truth of this doctrine, I prove it from the creed, 
" I believe in the forgiveness of «ifM." And 
from the liturgy, *' grant us thy peace." " Give 
us that peace which the world cannot give. "^ 
*^ Create and make in us new and contrite 
hearts, that we, worthily lamenting our sins, and 
acknowledging our wretchedness, may obtain of 
thee, the ^od of all mercy, perfect remission 
and forgiveness, through Jesus Christ our 
Lord."* ** Grant we beseech thee, merciful 
Lord, to thy faithful people, pardon and peace."* 
*^Give him unfeigned, repentance for all the 
errors of his life past, and stedfast faith in thy 
son Jesus, that his sins may be done away by 
thy mercy, and his pardon sealed in heaven 
before he goes hence and be no more seen. "* 
And from the communion. '* Almighty God, 
our heavenly father, have mercy upon you, par- 
don and deliver you from all your siips, confirm 
ancL strengthen you in all goodness, and bring 

1 Second collect for evening prayer. 

2 Collect for Ash-Wednesday. 

8 Twenty first Sunday aft^r Trinity, and twenty- 
fourth, to the same eflect. 
« Visitation of the tick. 
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yoQ to everlasting life, throagh Jesus Christ 
our Lord." ^^ Grant that by the merits and 
death of thy Son, Jesus Christ, and through faith 
in his blood, we, and thy whole churchy may ob- 
tain remission of our sins, and all other benefits 
of his passion." And what a multitude of pro- 
mises in the word of God is this doctrine 
grounded upon, all given for the encouragement 
of the burdened penitent sinner? And first, from 
the mouth of our Lord,— -The Son of Man is 
come to seek and to save that which was lost.* 
Come unto me all ye that are weary, and heavy 
laden, and I will give you rest.' He that com* 
etl^ unto me, I will in no wise cast out.'* Also 
David crieth out, Bless the Lord, O my soul, 
who forgiv^th all. thy iniquities.'* St. Paul saith. 
In whom we have redemption, through his 
bloody the forgiveness of sins:' And St John, 
I write unto you, because your sins are for- 
given.^ 

P. But cannot a tnan have pardon, and yet 
not know it? Must we feel, and be assured that 
our sins are forgiven, and that we are received 
into the favour of God? 

D. 1 have long seen, that you do not believe 
me in my articles^ creeds^ homiHesy ^c; nor do 
you understand the word of God; if you knew 
the one, or believed the other, you would not 
speak thus: You greatly err in all you say, be- 
cause you know not the scriptures, nor the power 

» Lxike xix. 10. « Matt. xi. 28. » John vi. Sr. * p,. 
ciii. 13. 6 Eph. 1. 7. iv. 32. Col. i. 14. ii. 13. iii. 13. 
« 1 John ii. 12. See also Ch. i. 9. Mark i. 4. Luke iii. 3. 
xxiv. 47. Rom. iii. 25. 
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of God.^ His word is full of this doctrine* 
All the inspired writers that speak at all of 
their experience) show that thej knew their 
sins forgiven, and that they had peace with 
God.> 

^^ In the very nature of things it is absurd » 
even impossible, to receive the grace, favour, 
and peace of Gad« and not to have some witness 
and assurance of it. If you had the clear light 
of reason, not to say, the least degree of divine 
illumination, you could not argue against it" 
Yet you are a master of Israel and know not 
these things! Still ^^you cannot tjiink faith im- 
plies assurance of the love of God, of his being 
now reconciled to us, and having forgiven our 
sin«. And this we freely confess, that if num* 
ber of voices is to decide^ we must give it up at 
once.^ You have all that know not God on 
your side; a)l that are without God inHSne world,** 
all that live in pleasure, that love the world, 
that are carnally miaded, that walk in the 
broad frequented road that leads to eternal 
death. ^^ AU merely nominal christians in every 
place, and the Romish Church one and all. 
These last are so vehement in your defence, that 
tiie famed council of Trent accurae all that be- 
lieve to the contrary.* 

But in opposition to papists, hear what pro- 
testants say; and to purge yourself from the 

1 Biatt. xxii. 29. spg. xxxii. 1, 2, 5. li. 1, 2, T, 9. 
ciii. 3. Is. sii. 1. Mic. vii. 18, 19. Act^ iii. 19. v. 31. xiii. 
S8. xxvL 18. Ep. i. 7. Col. i. 14. ii. 13. 1 John ii. 12. 
3 Earnest Appeal, by J. W. p. 28. < Ep. ii. 12. ^ Earn- 
est Appeal^ p. 28. 
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principles of Rome, listen to the church of 
England; ^'Thou O man, hast received the 
body of Chrrst, which was once broken, and 
his blood which was shed for the remission of 
thy sins. Thoa hast received his body to have 
within thee, the Father, Son,. and Holy Ghost, 
to endow thee with grace, to comfort thee with 
their presence, and to assure thee of everlasting 
bliss.'^* 

Now, ^ Let eyery reasonable man judge for 
himself, what is the -sense of our church, as to 
the nature of saving faith. Doth it not abun- 
dantly appear, that she supposes every parti- 
cular believer to be assurea of the fayour of 
God.*^' A guilty awakehed conscience is like 
a troubled sea, when it cannot rest, the^e is no 
peace to the wicked.^ Such a state is hell upon 
earth; there is nothing but horror and despair. 
And cannot a man discover the difference be- 
tween a rack, and lying at ease on his bed ^ 
Can a wounded consoience be healed, and the 
man not be sensible of it ? Can God speak joy 
and peace to the soul, and the soul be a stranger 
toit?^'^ Can a man possess health, riches or 
any temporal benefit, and not know what be 
enjoys ? One great end of Christ's coming into 
the world was, to give knofwiedge of salvation 
to his people, by the remission of their sins;* 
And ** if we can feel ourselves tied and bound 
with the chain of sin, we must consequently 

1 Horn, on the resurrection, f Farther Appeal p. 35. 

8 Isaiah xlviii. 22. < Peronet's Reflections by way of 
dialogue, p. 28 — 31. ^ Luke i. 77 » and the Bene- 
dictus. 

d2 
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feel when we are loosed." ** After contrition 
men feel their consciences at peace with God, 
and to be reconciled again to his (kvour.''^ 
** Her^ the faithful may feel tranquillity of ton- 
scienqe, &c..'" ^^ Make him to hear of joy and 
gladness, that the bones which thou hast brpken 
may rejoice*"' "What is this hearing of joy 
and gladness, and this rejoicing of broken bonesy 
but a spiritual discernment of comfort in the 
conscience, which wa3 before wounded by a 
sense of guilt ?^ Those who speak from the 
heart, from a feeling sense of these piercing 
sorrows, and erievous and intoUerable burdens, 
know the truth of what I say. " But well may 
those object against these plain scriptures, and 
express words of their church, who repeat them 
only by rote, who feel no burden, who expe- 
rience no sorrow. How is it possible they 
should perceive the removal of that which they 
never really felt c* 

^^ Jes^s calls all to find rest in himself, that 
are weary and heavy laden.^ Such as know 
the burden of sin, can easily believe tjiat there 
remains a rest for the people of God:^ They 
seek it with thetr whole heart, and grieve till 
they obtain it. But while souls remain unholy 
and impenitent, settled in the form of godliness, 
and void of its power, they are satisfied with 
having a bible, and think it service enough done 
to God, if his word be suffered in their house ; 

1 Homily for rogation week, third part. 2 Homily 
on the sacrament. » Visitation of the sick. See also 
homily on faith, part third, p. 26. * Reflections, &c. 
p, 28--31. fi Matt. xi. 28. e Heb. iv. 9. 
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but they canaot possibly conceive, no, not if 
they might gain neaven, how a man can know 
that his sins are blotted put; bat forsake their 
own mercy, ^ despise the inestimable privilege, 
and dispute against the truth, ^s much as those 
who deny the very being of a God. 

P. However, you must allow that manv of the 
learned neither experience, nor even believe it 
to ^e attainable* 

p. Suppose that all the learned should be 
strangejrs to it; will it therefore follow there is 
no su^h thing ? The learned Scribes rejected 
Christ; but did the truth of his mission depend 
on their believing or not believing it ? You ^re 
mistaken if you think that. none of the learned 
believe this doctrine. I have before shown, that 
several of these have confirmed it by martyrdom; 
some of them repeating the same testimony at 
the very stake. I could also produce farther in- 
stances of great men, who have espoused this 
doctrine, and taught it to others. But of what 
authority or avail is unsanctifijed learning ? In 
what depths of darkness it will leave the Soul, 
if destitute of the light and pow^r of grace, you 
yourself are an unhappy instance. Need I tell 
you, that to acquire the knowledge of one 
science does not teach another? For example, 
he that understands grammar, and the sound of 
words, may yet be ienorant of the sense; and 
he that has studied physic, or philosophy, may 
be unacquainted with history, or the mathe- 
matics. How' much less, then, will all the arts 

1 Jonah ii. 8. 
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and sciences put together, show us the least 
part of that which onlj G6d can teach ? The 
natural Ynan, the man that is in a state of nature, 
without grace, endued with mere rational facul- 
ties, but destitute of divine, receiveth not the 
things of the spirit of God, for they are foolish- 
ness'to him; neither can he know tnem, because 
the J are spiritualtjr discerned.* 

" Indeed the whole of the dispute inajr be re- 
duced to this single proposition: The fepirituallj- 
mind'ed discern spiritual things; the carnally- 
minded discern carnal things. None of the 
wicked (saith Daniel) shall understatid, but the 
wise shall understand.^ Who is wise and he 
shall understand these things ? Prudent and he 
S|hall know them ?' For the ways of the Lord 
are right, and the just shall walk in them: but 
the transgressors 'shall fall therein.' Thejwho 
are alive to sin, and dead to God, cannot believe 
that our heavenly father giveth the hoi j spirit 
to thejn that asK him.*^ And all that are un- 
awakened, that 'know not themselves, nor feel 
the sinfulness of sin,' who never felt the wrath 
of God revealed from heaven agdnst all un- 
righteousness,^ nor knew it abiding on them 
who believe not,® However seemingly religious, 
they can never' condeive how amah can know 
his sin's forgiven." ^ 

Pw But many piuus and devout persons do 
not experience it ; and will you affirm, that 
these are unbelievers unless they know their 
sins to be forgiven ? 

1 1 Cor. ii. 14. 2 i cor. xii. 10. 3 Hos. xiv. 9. 
* Lake xi. 13. ^ Rom. i. 18. « John iii. 36. 
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D. Look back from page 39 to 4£, and think 
once more od what is saiq* '^ As for the devout, 
who experience nothing of what. I am pleading 
for; maj all who truly fear God be delivered 
from their portion I God never leaves his own, 
without the saving knowledge, and fellowship 
of his Holj Spirit I read, indeed, of a sort of 
devout persons,^ that joined with the Jews 
against Paul ami Barnabas^ rejecting the coun- 
sel of Gpd against themselves^ But the hum* 
ble hear thereof, and are glad.' The meek shall 
he guide in judgment^ and such as are gentle, 
them shall he learn his way.^ The form and 
power of religion are different things. A man 
may profess Christ, while he Is making war 
against him: But to be really devout, and yet 
void of the feeling sense of God's favour, is as 
contranr and ridiculous, as to talk of seeing the 
light of the sun, and groping in darkness at the 
same time." 

P. Still I look upon it as the height of pre- 
sumption* 

D. ^^ Presumption, to believe the scriptures! 
Presumption, to believe Gqd faithful to his 
word! Presumption, to believe that if we ask 
according to his will, he heareth us.' Presump- 
tion, to think his, people must be saved from 
sin, or fail of heaven V^ 

P. Such doctrine tends to make men spiri- 
tually proud; and therefore ought to be op- 
posed. 

1 Acts xiii. 50. « Lute vii. 30. « Psal. xxxiv. 2. 
« Psal. zxv. 9. 6 johnv. 14. « Matt. i. 21. 
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D. Doth the scripture teach us falsehood? 
Did the iowlj Jesus appear amongst us, to lift 
us up with pride ? He said to one man^ thy sins 
are forgiven thee.* Of unother, her sins which 
are many, are forgiven.* Had this a tendency 
to destroy their souls ? And was this indeed^ a 
curse, and not a blessing? *' Christ is the same, 
yesterday, to-day, and for ever.* He was ex- 
alted, with the right-hand of God, to give re- 
pentance and forgiveness of sins. "* The apos- 
tles preached, that whosoever belie veth in him 
shall receive the remission of sins.^ 

P. For my own part, I humbly hope to be 
forgiven in the world to oome, and then to ex- 
perience all you speak 6f. 

D. And for my part, I humbly hope to sub- 
mit to the terms God is pleased to reveal in the 
sacred scripture; to follow no other path, nor 
presume to trust in any device, or imagiifation 
of my own. If you are a Papist, the doctrine 
of purgatory is consistent: But if you believe 
me, or the Bible, what have you to do with 
being forgiven, purified, and saved in the world 
to come P Where the tree falls there it shall 
be.« 

" Who dies unpurg'd, forever dies, 

The sinner, as he falls, he lies 
Shut up in his own place." 

As death leaves us, so will judgment find us. 
If the next world would have served, for the 
attainment of grace, the foolish virgins came 

1 Luke v. 20. 2 lb. vii. 47, 48. » Heb. xiii. 8. 
* Acts V. 31. fi Acts X. 43. « Eccl. xi. 3. 
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time enough^ and the door of mercy had not 
been shut against them. Eternity is not the 
place to fit us for heaven; but We are sent into 
this life, to be made meet for the world to come. 
Now is the accepted time, now is the day of sal- 
vation.^ The wise, shall shine as the bright- 
ness of the firmament;^ but the unholy, un- 
believiug, the foolishiind unfaithful, will be shut 
out for ever and ever»^ 

F. You speak very alarming things: I hope 
they are not true. If it be as you say, wh^t 
will become of us all ! 

D. Say rather, if these things are not true, 
what will become of us? It is the truth of Gk)d, 
and his wise and gracious scheme for bringing 
us to salvation : And surely none can propose a 
safer way. Here all may find help, and none 
ever need to fail. Here is an hope sure and 
stedfast, entering within the veil.^ Let us only 
weigh ourselves in the balance of the sanctuary, 
and we cannot be deceived. To the law and 
to the testimony; if any man speak otherwise, 
it is because there is no light in him.^ 

P. Tell me plainly what that faith is you 
are contending for: Yoi^ make it consist in 
something I never heard or thought of before. 

D. The homily of salvation tells ^ou, that, 
^' The right and true christian faith is a sure 
trust and confidence which a man hath, in God 
that his sins are forgiven, and he reconciled to 
the favour of God:" That merely " to believe 

1 2 Cor. vi. 2. » Dan. xii. 3. « Bcv. xxi. 8. 27. 
* Heb. vi. 19. » Is. viii. 20. 
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the holy scriptures, and the articles of our faith 
to be true, is not christian faith; for the devils 
believe all these things, and yet remain in their 
lost estate." I might say, the devils believe 
and ttemble* But many in this christian land, 
believe, as it is called, and yet remain hard- 
ened. 

But whatever faith consists of, it is v^hat 
neither men nor books can teach you, nor can 
'ou ever acquire it by any abilities of your own. 
_t is the gift of God:* It is the operation of 
God.» k is the substance of things hoped for, 
the evidence of things not seen.* Faith brings 
peace,' purity,^ and gives victory ov^r the 
world I' Quenches, the fiery darts of Satan.* 
Now, when you have the peace of God which 
passeth all understanding,* are purified, bet ome 
victorious over Satan, the world, and sin; then 
1 will own that you have the right and true 
christian faith: And to say you have this, be- 
fore you have the scripture marks of it, would 
be to give up the Bible, and believe a lie." 

P. You surprise me\ I always thought that 
every one in a christian land, who believed 
God's word to be true, had faith. Surely all 
who have been baptised, and can say the three 
creeds, believe. For my own part, I was taught 
to believe when I first learned my catechism. 

D. This proves, that you never believed 
aright: The word of God abideth forever." He 

' 1 James ii. 19. « Eph. ii. 8. 3 Col. ii. 12. 

"* Heb. xi. 1. ^ Rora. v. 1. ® Acts xv. 9. 

7 1 Joh. V. 4. 8 Ephes. vi. 16. » Pkil. iv. 7. 

»o Pet. i. 25. 
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• 

that believeth, as the scripture hath satd, out 
of his bell J shall flow rivers of living water.* 
The sacrifice of Christ is a perfect and suffi* 
cient atonement for the sins of the whole 
world :"^ But if those he gave his life a ransom 
for, will not believe, will not be redeemed from 
iniquity, so far will his death be from procur- 
ing salvation, that it will rise up in greater 
judgment agaifist them- Jesus saves none from 
hell, but those he first saves from sin. His very 
name declares his office: Then shalt call his 
name Jesus, for he shall save his people from 
their sins.^ He was chosen of God ;'^ sanctified 
and sent into the world ^^ all redemption is of 
him,*^ therefore, he must be believed in, he 
must be obeyed. He came into the world to 
finish the transgression, to make an end of sin, 
to make reconciliation for iniquity, and to bring 
iu everlasting righteousness.^ But when he 
came to his own, they received him not:^ Yc 
will not come to me, he saith, that ye might 
have life." Therefore though the light shined 
in darkness, yet the darkness comprehended it 
not^^ Their sin remained, and was increased 
instead of being purged away; and our Lord 
became not a Saviour of life unto life, but of 
death unto death in those that perished.*^. 

p. I trust in the divine mercy as well as you, 
and hope to be saved by the merits of Christ. 

1 John vii. 38. ^ Commun. ser. ^ j^iat. i. 21. 

4 l3a. xlviii. 10. Mat. zii. 18. 1 Pet. ii. 4. ^ John x. 
36. « Acts iv. 11, 12. 7 Dan. ix. 24. « John i. 11 
» Chap. V. 40. w Chap. i. 5. " 2 Cor. ii. 15. 
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D. Remember what I told you of hope.^ 
^ There is the hope of the righteous, which is 
gladness,^ and the hypocrite's hope, which shall 
perish.^ How grievous is it, to see so many de- 
luding themselves, after all the scripture can 
possibly say to prevent it! The terms ate plain, 
the faithful unerring word of God is express, 
that the unbelieving and unrighteous shall not 
inherit the kingdom of Gud.^ Yet run to and 
fro, we find ill all places these very persons 
trusting and hoping that the merits of Christ 
will screen them from the mighty and terrible 
God, who keepeth his covenant;' and that hia 
word shall surely be broken, and his oath fall 
to the ground. Tilly therefore, sinners can be 
taken off from supposing themselves christians, 
and claiming the promises that belong <only to 
the righteous; till tl^ey tremble at their iniqui- 
ties, and give up their false confidence; there is 
not one word, of sacred writ, that gives them 
the least ground for hope. It is this hope, this 
deceitful, and blasphemous presumption, that 
sends ^0 many to eternal ruin."' 

P. This is a melancholy case, which I believe 
seldom happens: but what can I do to prevent 
it? 

D. You can do nothing to any purppse, till 
ou resolve in the strength of God, to declare 
is whole counsel both to saints and sinners: 
till you take forth the precious from the vile,* 
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1 Pag-e 13. 2 proy. j. 28. ^ Job. viii. 13. * 1 Cor. 
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and give to each 4:heir portion. ^ Say to the 
righteous it shall be well with him: wo unto the 
wicked, it shall be ill with him.^ The design 
of Christ, throughout the whole gospel, is to 
destroy sin, exa^t righteousness, and restore us 
to the favour and image of God. The prepara- 
tive is repentance; the term of acceptance is 
faith; that faith which has been already describ- 
ed.'' 

" But as you do not believe this, pray let 
me hear what is your scheme of religion: what 
do you think the gospel consists of$ 'and for 
^hom is the kingdom of heaven prepared? 
Whatever God approves or disapproves, I find 
ihat your opinion, and your liking, is to some- 
thing quite different. Nothing is more ridicu- 
lous, or abhorred by you, than to be grieved for 
having offended the holy One of Israel. You 
will allow the world earnestly to seek the world, 
and to break their hearts for the loss of it: 
but if they bewail their ruin, lament their want 
of God, and weep because they are out of the 
covenant of grace, this you think is. carrying 
things to extremesi ahd getting beside the gospd 
plan." 

P. Why, does not the scripture say, Be not 
righteous overmuch?' 

D. ^^And the same scripture saitb. Be not 
overmuch wicked;^ and for this one caution 
against overmuch righteousnesd, there are thou- 
sands against overihuoh wickedness, from one 
end of the Bible to the other. But let me ask, 

> Isa. ill. 10, 11. « Eccl. vii. 16. » Ver. 17. 
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who but you would call this scripture? The 
sacred historians record the actions, words, and 
thoughts of the evil and the good, and show the 
different ends and rewards of both^ that we may 
take warning, and depart from evil." 

^* The bouk of Ekicjesiastes, is undoubtedly 
the book of Solomon's repentance; wherein he 
bewails his past offences, and refutes the /oily 
of those that were then, what he himself had 
been before. He introduces the thoughts of men 
of pleasure, power, riches; the perverse disput* 
ings of corrupt minds ;^ and whatever they ad- 
vance, he seriously applies to, and overthrows. 
One instance of it is the advice given here by 
an infidel, not to be overrighteous; and the con- 
trary admonition the wise man opposes to it* 
For want of considering this, some are so igno« 
rant, that they blend the wicked pleading for 
sin, with Solomon's loud .protestation — that all 
is vanity and vexation of spirit* 

" Nevertheless you shall have all the allow- 
ance you desire,' and be fully secured from the 
danger of overmuch righteousness, provided you 
will only lov^ God with all your heart;' follow 
Christ in the regeneration:^ put on the Lord 
Jesus :^ if you will but remember that we are to 
be holy, and without blame before 6od;^ and to 
be presented faultless before the presence of his 
glory.^ To get above this is to be righteous 
overmuch; to turn aside, or sink beneath it, is 
to forfeit our title to glory .'* 

» 1 Tim. vi. 5. « Eccl. i. 2, 14, 17. ii. 11, 17. 26. iv. 
4, 16. vi. 9. xii. 8. a Matt. xxii. 37. Mark xii. 30, 33. 
* Blatt zix. 28. ^ Rom. xiii. 14. « Eph. i. 4. ? jude 24. 
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P. I must, indeed, confess mjself a stranger 
to what jou speak of. Few of us ever discourse 
on these things; and for my own part^ I never 
so much as thought on them. 

D. You are much to be pitied. But are you 
now willing to understand? Surely if you lay 
these things to h^rt, it will proVe the greatest 
blessing you ever received. Indeed, if you onlj 
consider the sad efifects of your doctrine, what 
dreadful havoc you have made whenever God 
was bringing sinners to himself ; what deplora- 
ble counsel you gave them, you would tremble* 
One of the congregation beins lately in distress 
of mind, informeayou that the Lord had begun 
to work upon her heart at the sacrament. But 
what sort of advice did you give? Did you talk 
of Jesus' dying for her? and that his blood was 
sufficient to atone forthe sins of the whole world? 
Alas ! not one word of this. The first thin^ you 
said was, *'You have heard the Methodists." 
But when she said no, then you bid her father 
^^ be sure to keep her from them, to make her 
ride out, give her a glass of wine, ^nd let her go 
into .merry company, to the assembly, and to 
dancing, to put away those melanqholy thoughts." 
And did this work a cure? No: and being unac« 
quainted also with Satan's devices, and not dis- 
cerning your ignorance, and at the same time 
being cut off from communing with spiritual per- 
sons, she turned again to the world, was buried 
in the pursuits of this life, till death camei and 
from what Christ saith, Mark iv. 19. Luke viii. 
14, God only knows where she landed. 

Now if slaying a man deserves death, how 

£ 2 
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much more dreadful will it one day be For the 
murderer of souU? As for me, I tell them 
plainly, morning and evening, on what terms 
the^' wicked man shall save his soul alive:" But 
YOU satisfy them, that they are all safe, and no 
harm shall happen, whether they repent or not; 
and thereby learn them to make a mock at sin.^ 
I declare also -to them that are willing to turn 
from their wickedness, what are the sacrifices 
God requireis.^ put you tempt them to bring 
every other offering than what he is pleased to 
call his own, and tell them it will do better than 
sorrowing for sin, and a life of obedience. As 
for remorse of conscience for past offences, this 
you teach them to make a jest of 5 and to call a 
broken hekrt, and a dfesire to flee from the 
wrath to come, delusion, enthusiasm, and mad- 
ness. Thus you deceive the ignorant, vain, 
worldly and wicked, and cause them to err 
through yonr lies,'' seducing them, saying peace, 
when there is no peace.* 

P. However it is very plain your doctrine 
gives a license to sin ; so that if ^ man have 
faith, he may live as he pleases,* and this 
will always be full of comfort to the vicious. 
What contention has there been about this doc- 
trine ? Weak minds are not able to compre- 
hend it: And such preaching sets St. Paul and 
St. James so at variance, that no one can ever 
reconcile them. 

D. I see you have endless objections to faith, 

1 Prov. xiv. 9. 2 Psal. li. 17. 

3 Jer. xxiii. 32. Mic. iii. 5. 4 Ezek. xiii. 10. 
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sodlj sorrow, &c. but not the same dislike to a 
Iiikewarm, or worldly mind; the being dead in 
«iDS, or putting darkness for light, and even 
renouncing what we pretend to espouse, and 
denying what was convenient to subscribe. But 
Inow, that true faith is just the contrary to 
what you imagine. There is indeed, a notional 
faith^ which is barren, dead, and counterfeit $ 
ivhich does not produce either the love of God 
or manj nor bring forth any of the fruits of the 
gospel: A faith that is consistent with anger, 
malice, pride, covetousness, and every other in- 
ward and outward evil. But the true justify- 
ing faith, as was observed,^ is a living principle 
of universal bbediiehce, enabling us cheerfully 
to walk in all the commandments of God,^ to 
return good for evil, to pray for our 'enemies, 
&c. as is fufly set forth in the homily of faith. 
And if the weakest and most ignorant were as 
desirous to understand and embrace the truth, 
as to follow sensual delights, thev might easily 
attain to a right knowledge;^ aild find that St 
Paul and St- James sweetly harmonise together. 
One is speaking of Abraham's acceptance through 
belief of the promise; the other of a farther and 
future acceptance through obedience. St. Paul 
saith Abraham was justified by faith;* St. James 
saith, was not Abraham justified by works ?* 
But there is no contradiction; they neither speak 
of the same justification, nor the same faith, 
nor the same works. It is living faith which 

> Pag« 48. 2 Luke i. 6. ' John vii. 17. 
♦ Rom. iv«3. Gal. iii. 6. ^ Jam. ii. 21. 
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St. Paul saith justifies the ungodly;^ it is dead 
faith which St. James condemns and saith, what 
can it profit?' St. Paul speaks of that justifica« 
tion which Abraham received many years before 
Isaac was born ;^ St James, of that which he 
received when he had offered Isaac up.^ St. 
Paul speaks of works 4one before justification;^ 
St. James, of works wrought after it, through 
faith.^ Abraham was justified in St Paul's 
sense, that is, accounted righteous, by faith, 
antecedent to his works. He was. justified in 
St James's sense, that is accepted through his 
works, consequent upon his faith:^ Or, as the 
apostle explains himself, by works his faith was 
made perfect^ 'SGod confirmed, increased, 
and perfected the principle from which those 
works sprung." So that St. James's justifica- 
tion by works, is the fruit of St Paul's justifi- 
cation by faith: and both perfectly consistent 
with eacn other.* 

p. I presume this is all you have to offer on 
the head of your justification and faith. 

D, I must beg leave to refer you to the articles 
and homilies. Article XL I teach, ^^ man is 
accounted righteous before God, only for the 
merit of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ by 
faith, and not for his own works or deservings: 
wherefore that he is justified by faith only is a 
most wholesome doctrine, and full of comfort." 

I Kom. iv. 5. Chap. x. 10. 2 jam. ii. 14. 17. 20. 
26. 3 Gen. xv. 6. * James li. 21. * Rom. iv. 2. &c. 
Gal. ii. 16. iii. 10. ^ James ii. 22. 25. ' Matt. xii.Sr, 
Rom. ii. 13. ^ James ii. 22. ^ Notes on the New 
Testament by J. W. 
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And article XIII. " Works done before the 
grace of Christ and the inspiratioaof. his spirit 
are not pleasing to God, forasmuch as they 
spring^ not of faith in Jesus Christ, neither do 
thej make nven meet to receive grace, or, as the 
school authors say, deserve grace of congruity; 
yea rather, for that they are not done as God 
hath commanded, we doubt not but they have 
the nature of sin/' In the homily of salvatioa 
I teach, ^^ that all the world, being wrapt in sin, 
God sent his Son into the world, that by shed- 
ding of his blood he might make satisfaction for 
our sins; aad therefore St. Paul declares noth- 
ing on the behalf of man concerning justifica- 
tion, but only a true and liyely faith; which 
faith itself is the gift. of God; and yet that faith 
doth not shut out repentance, hope, love, and 
the fear of God to be joined with faith in every 
man that is justified: But it dhutteth them out 
from. the office of justifying; so that although 
they be all present togetner in him that is justir 
fied, yet they justify not.'' And in another place 
the same hojnily saith: ^^ consider diligently 
these words, without works, by faith only, freely 
we receive remission of otir sins;" What can 
be sjpoken more plainly than to say, that freely 
without works, by faith only, we obtain remis- 
sion of our sins; Indeed you have, by your own 
confession, no great liking to Homilies, Articles, 
or any thing 3iat belongs to me. Alsa it is 
farther added, <* these, and other like sentences, 
we often find in the best and most ancient 
writers, as Hillary, Basil, Ambrose, Origen, 
Cyprian, and many other Greek and Latia 
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fathers ; by which they take away all merit of 
our works, and wholly ascribe our justification 
to Christ only. This faith, the Holy Sciipture 
teaches, is the strong rock and foundation of 
the christian religion: this doctrine all ancient 
authors of Christ's church do approve ; this doc- 
trine setteth forth the true glory of Christ, and 
beateth down the vain glory of man; this who- 
soever tienieth is not to be accounted a chris- 
tian man, nor a setter forth of Christ's glory, 
but an adversary to Christ and his gospel, and a 
setter forth of man's vain glory.'* And in the 
next homily on faith, it sheweth three things, 
^' First, that without It can no good works be 
done ;. secondly, that it is fruitful in bringing 
forth .good works ; and thirdly, what good works 
this faith doth bring forth,^* 

p. But purely you would not infer from hence, 
that all who are, baptized, have had a regular 
education, and never be^n guilty of gross sin, 
stand in like need of pardon, and of this justi- 
fication? For in the office of baptism, and in the 
first homily on salvation, you intimate that the 
child is regenerate ; and what need of any other 
justification? As for notorious sinners, I ac- 
i^iowledge it is reasonable. 

D. So far I must allow, that children which 
are baptized, and die in infancy, are, by the 
sacrifice of Christ, made meet for glory ; and 
such as are net guilty of- outward gross sins 
have not these to repent of. ]^t is there one 
that arrives at ten years of age, without break- 
ing his baptismal vow, and forfeiting the favour 
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of God? Who can say I have not sinned?^ Can 
we find one that hath never been angry, ^ that 
hath net hated his brother ?^ Who hath so made 
a covenant with his eyes, as ivot to incur the 

fuiit mentioned. Matt v. 28 ? Who never set 
is heart on some earthly thing, in which he, 
took more delight than in God }* And if in his 
heart there be murder, adultery, and idolatry,^ 
can he be v^ithout sin ? H^ that keepeth the 
whole law, and yet offendeth in one point, is 
guilty of all f and cursed js.every one that con* 
tioueth not in all things written in the law to do 
them. 5^ I hope therefore, you see the good stand 
in need of pardon, as well as the bad ; and if 
either have a better ground for hope, it is he who 
feeleth the heaviest burden for his sin.^ The 
whole need not a physician, but they that are 
sick*^ It was this true sight of himself which 
made St. Paul say, this is a faithful saying, and 
MTprthy of all acceptation, that Christ Jesus came 
Into t^he world to ^ave sinners; and he acknow- 
ledged himself the chief.^° Job was the most 
holy man then upon eiarth; and yet when it 
pleased God to try him by, sore affliction, it 
made him see his own righteousness as filthy 
rags^^and no sooner had his chastisements an- 
swered the desired end, but he cried out, I have 
heard of thee by the hearing of the ear, but now^ 

I John i. 10. 2 Matt. v. 22. 3 John iii. 15. * Ezek. 
adv. 3. 1 Cor. x. 7. * Col. iiii 5. « Jam. ii. 10. 
•y Gal. iii. 10. • Matt. xxi. 31, 32. Luke xvi. 15. 
« Matt. is. 12. w 1 Tim. i. 15. 
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mine eye seeth thee: Wherefore I abhor myselF, 
and repent in dust and ashes.* 

p. But is baptism of no efficacy with respect 
to grown persons? 

D. Baptism has two parts; the first, or out- 
ward; is water; the inward, and most essential, 
is a death unto sin, and a new birth unto 
righteousness.^ Whoever receives this inward 
and spiritual grace, receives the full efficacy of 
baptism: This you will find explained in the 
homily for Whitsunday: ^* Such is the power o{ 
the Holy Ghost to regenerate men, and as it 
were to brino; them forth anew, so that they 
shall be nothimg like the men that they were 
before. Neither doth (the Holy Spirit) think it 
sufficient inwardly to work the spiritual and new 
birth of man unless he also dwell and abide in 
him." And at the conclusion we have the fol- 
lowing words; ^^ humbly beseeching (God) so 
to work in our hearts by the power of the Holy 
Spirit, that we being regenerate and born again 
in all goodness, sobriety, and truth, may in the 
end be made partakers of everlasting life in his 
heavenly kingdom," again, " they that truly 
repent, must be clean altered and changed, they 
roust become new creatures ; they must be no 
more the same they were before." 

P. Have you any thing more to say: or shall 
we begin the service? 

D. Why are you so soon weary of hearing the 
truth? I am sure that you of all others, have 
need of instruction; and should rejoice to re- 

' Job xlii. 5, 6. 3 Catechism. 



PULPIT AND READING DESK. 61 

ceive it Remember mrhat I have told jou.^ 
Hear also the wise man: If thou incline thine 
ear unto wisdom, and apply thine heart to un- 
derstanding, then shalt thou understand the 
fear of the Lord, and find the knowledge of 
God.® For the fear of the Lord k the beginning 
of wisdom, and the knowledge of the holy is 
understanding.' Then your hope would be just, 
your faith sound, your life holy, your judg- 
ment right, and your end eternal blessedness. 
For understanding is a welUspring of life to him 
that hath it.^ But this is not your case, there- 
fore I have more to say^ seeing you are ready 
to drive the doctrine of Inspiration out of the 
world. 

P. And with good reason; for I am fully per- 
stiaded there is no such thing. 

D. This is plain and honest; and had all your 
pulpits Said the same at your ordination, we 
should not then have been in so deplorable a 
condition. 

P. What do you mean by inspiration? 

D. '* I mean that work of the spirit on the 
souls of men, whereby they are restored to the 
divine image in which they were at first created. 
This begins with his convincing them of sin;^ 
wfth repentance frotn dead works.^ Then he is 
given to them as a spirit of grace and supplica- 
tion,^ so that by his powerful influences they 
draw nigh to Ood, that he may draw nigh to 
them.® By the same spirit they receive power 

' « Pa^e 27, 28. 2 prov. ii. 2. 5. 3 Ch. ix. 10. 
■* Prov. xvi. 22. ^ john xvi. 8. 9. « Heb. vi. 1. 
' Zech. xii. 10. ' James iv. 8. 

F 
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to believe, and to become the sons of Grod.^ 
And being made the children of God- bj faith in 
Christ Jesus,'* God sendeth the Spirit of his 
Son into their hearts, by which they call him 
Father.* This spirit also bears witness with 
their spirits that they are' the children of Gotl;* 
and by him they know the things which are 
freely given to them of God.* This is the ear- 
nest of their inheritance.^ From him proceeds 
love, joy, peace, Jong-suffering, gentleness, 
goodness, faith 5?' and by his act on the soul they 
are sealed to the day of redemption."^ So that 
whatever power they rfcceiv^ through the in- 
fluence of this Holy Spirit.^ whether toenlighten 
the mind, or affect the heart; whether to show 
their sin and danger, or excite them to flee to 
Christ as their city of refuge; whether to wait 
partiently, or pray earnestly;^ or when by bis 
operation they receive, through beHeving. the- 
pardoning love of God wtth power over sin, and 
grow in every grace; — ^^I esteem all this, to be 
the inspiration of the Holy Ghost. 

P. But what has this to do with you? 

D. It has to do with no one more than met 
my directions are full of 4t. I teach all men to 
pray. " That the healthful -spirit of grace may 
be sent down upon all bishops and clergy, and 
all congregations committed to their charge"^ 
*' That God would cleanse the thoughts of their 
hearts by the inspiration of his Holy Spirit.'*^* 

1 John i. 12. 2 Gal. iii. 26. 3 Gal. iv. 6. Jer. iii. 
19. 4 Rom. viii. 17. ^ 1 Cor. ii. 12. 6 Epb. i. 14. 
■^ Gal. V. 22. 8 2 Cor. i. 22. Eph. i. 13. iv. 30. 
^ Pravcrs. '" First collect in the Com. Service. 
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And *^ inspire continually the universal church 
with the spirit of truth."* But to let you see 
yet more clearly the spirit's operation on the 
heart, mind and understandings of men, attend 
only to the following passages: ** grant us his 
Holy Spirit, th^ those things may please him 
which we do at this present^ and that the rest of 
our life may be pure and holy. "V*** Take not 
tliy Holy Spirit from us."^ " Send to us thine 
Holy Ghost to comfort us."* "Grant that thy 
Holy Spirit may in all things direct and rule 
our hearts.?^* " Grant that by his holy inspira- 
tion we may think those things thatbe good."° 
*^ Grant us by the same spirit to have a right 
judgment in all-things, and evermore to rejoice 
in his lioly. comfort.'*^ "The fellowship of the 
Holy Ghost be witlj us all evermore."* 
^^Come Holy Ghost juur souls inspire. 
And lighten with celestial fire &c.'*^ 
F. This isachristian country. I cannot con- 
ceive of what use inspiration* would be at pre- 
sent. 

D. Is there then no need to make those who 
are such in name only, christians in deed and 
in truth? And to establish the power of grace 
where there is a mere outside profession? Do 
you seriously ask of what use it can be? Read 
the Articles and Homilies; and why did you 

' Prayers for the church militant. ^ Absolution. 

3 Responses after Lord's prayer. *' Sunday after 
Ascension. ^ Nineteenth Sunday past Trinity. * Fifth 
Sunday after Easter. ' Col. for Whitsunday. ^ Con- 
elusion of Mornifi^ and Evening Service. ^ Veni 
Creator. 
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not, before jour ordinationP If yoo had done 
this, surely you could not have been so ignorant 
or darins as to deny the express "words of the 
thirteenth Article^ namely, <' That works done 
before the grace of Christ, and- the inspiration 
of his spirit, are not pleasing Ho God :" It is 
therefore highly expedient tor all orders and 
degrees of men to have this, grace and inspira- 
tion, from the king to the meanest subject It 
is necessary for directing, comforting^ establish- 
ing, for thinking what is good, and doing what 
is right j as will further appear in the homily for 
Whitsunday, part the first: *^ The more it is 
hid from our understanding, the more it ou^t 
to move all men to wonder at the secret and 
mighty workings of God's Holy Spirit, which 
is within us. For it is the Holy Ghost, and no 
other thing, that doth quicken the minds of 
men, stirring up good and godly motions in their 
hearts, which are agreeable to the will and com* 
mandment of God, such as otherwise of their, 
own crooked and perverse nature they should 
never have. That which is born of the spirit, is 
spirit. John iii. 6. As if he should say, man of 
his own nature is fteshly and carnal, corrupt and 
naught; sinful and disobedient to God, without 
any spark of goodness in him, without any vir- 
tuous or godly motions, only given to evil 
thoughts and wicked deeds. As for the works 
of the spirit, the fruits of faith, they proceed 
only of the Holy Ghost, who is the only worker 
of our sanctification, and maketh us new men 
in Christ Jesus. Such is the power of the Holy 
Ghost to regenerate men, and as it were to 
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btin^ them forth anew, so that they shall be 
nothing like the men thej were before. Neither 
doth, he think it sufficient inwardly to work the 
spiritual and new birth of man, unless he also 
dwell and abide in him — Oh! what comfort is 
this to the heart of a true christian to think that 
the Holy Ghost dwelleth within him!" 

Again, " Thou hast received (the body of 
Christ) to have within thee, the Father, the Son, 
and the Holy Ghost, to dwell with thee^ and 
comfort thee with their presence ;* and a true 
christian is the temple of the Holy Ghost."^ In 
the homily for Rogation week I teach, that *' all 
spiritual gifts come from God by Jesus Christ" 
^^ God gives us grace to know and feel these 
things in our hearts. It is not of ourselves ; let 
us meekly call upon the Holy Ghost, that he 
would assist and inspire us with his presence." 
Allow this the work of God, and I shall not 
quarrel with you about names, whether you call 
it illumination, direction, influence, assistance, 
or inspiration; if we are but convinced that the 
Holy Spirit works in the souls of all men, or 
they are not, and cannot be true christians. 

P. I believe it might be so in former tithes, 
but not now. 

D. And do you find a satisfaction in thinking 
so? Do you get any thing by it? 

P. I often comfort inyself with these thoughts. 

D. Suppose then you should hear, that though 
the earth once brought forth her increase, and 

1 Homily on the Resurrection. * Homily ag^ainst 
the fear of death. 
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the sun once refreshed us with his glorious 
beams, it would now be so no more: would you 
believe it? Or, if you thought these benents, 
once bestowed, were to come to ati end, and 
that the skj would be thick darkness, the earth 
barren, and all the inhabitants perish, would 
you exult in the consolation? Would you not 
rather lament, and cry out, you were undone? 
I am sure if you heard that of old there were 
great church preferments; that the Apostles 
were Deans and Prebendaries, had tithes, plu- 
ralities, and sinecures, you would not sit down 
so easy under the apprehension that none of 
these good things were for you. The reason is^ 
your treasure is on earth, not in heaven: only 
leave you the thick clay of this world, and yott 
have your all. Whatever is more than this, 
you count neither gain nor loss. You see no 
need of experiencing the things of God, because 
you have no relish for what is spiritual: And as 
you do not like to retain God in your know- 
ledge,* he gives you up to strong delusion, to 
believe a He;^ and casts you out from his pre- 
sence, so that you cannot even believe the plain- 
est truths of scripture. 

p. Still, I think the operations you speak of 
cannot be known from those of Satan, or our 
own minds. 

D. If it be impossible, then neither could any 
of old distinguish one from the other, and the 
apostles themselves might be deceived, fnto 
what an ocean of miserable uncertainty does the 

» Rom. i. 28. 2 2 Thes. ii. 11. 
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love of the world, unbelief, and the power of 
sin, implunge the soul ! And what an heap of 
inconsistencies have you subscribed? But the 
above passages fully discover my doctrine of 
the in-dwelling spirit, and the scriptures I have 
produced sufficiently prove the truth of it, and 
abundantly show that the operations of the Holy 
Ohost are easily distinguished from the natural 
workings of our own minds. For if it be true, 
that good thoughts proceed from the spirit of 
Crod,^ and every evil thing from Satan, or a cor- 
rupt heart,^ it can be no difficult matter to as- 
cribe good ^nd evil to their proper authors. 
This doctrine is grounded upon the express 
word of God, which declares that the promise 
of the gospel extends to all future generations.^ 
This one scripture is sufficient to prove, that 
the gift of the Holy Spirit reaches even to these 
days. Yet how gravely have you read the sacred 
pages, whilst officiating in white (an emblem of 
innocence,) but no sooner did you leave the 
desk, and appear in a sable garb, but the note 
was altered, and you denied all you had said 
before. 

P. I insist upon it, that those who pretend to 
inspiration, make good their title, by working 
miracles: Let them raise the dead, make the 
blind to see, the deaf to hear, the dumb to 
speak, the lame to walk. If they cknnot do these 
things, who will believe them? 

D. None but those who believe the Bible. It 

» Gal. y. 22. 2 ^jatt. xv. 19. ^ AcIt, li.38,.'59. 



M 



68 A DIALOGUE BETWEEN THE 

I 

seems as if this objection was thought unan- 
swerable; but proposed in furm, it runs thus: 
All that are really inspired work miracles: 

But yuu cannot work miracles; 

Therefore you are not inspired. 

Now if this argument proves any thing, it 
proves too much. For If any man have not the 
Spirit of Christ he is none of his.^ Observe, 
not any Apostle, Evangelist, or eminent per- 
son: But if any man whatever hath not the 
Spirit of Christ, he is no christian. Now can 
any of you who deny inspiration, give miracu- 
lous proof of your belonging to Christ? For, by 
your own account, if you cannot work miracles, 
you have not the Spirit of Christ, are none of 
his, and, after all, were never grafted into the 
body of Christ's church ?''^ All who reason in 
tlie dark, like you, cry out for miracles when- 
ever men would do good. Thus did the Papists 
long ago, and with the same design of deceiving 
themselves and others. But our reformers 
wrought no miracle ; it was sufficient that they 
had the testimony of scripture; the design of 
miracles not being to prove what was already 
made known either by the light of nature or re- 
velation. 

P. Did not the prophets work miracles? 

D. No: " All the prophets did not work mira- 
cles. We rtad of bat six of the prophets from 
Enocli to the coming of Christ that wrought 
miracles: yet God required his will to be ob- 
served, whether miracles wero wrought or not. 

' Rom. viii. 9, - Office of Baptism. 
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Besides, amongst those that wrought miracles, 
most of them prophesied long before. Accord- 
ing to the Bible chronology, Isaiah wrought no 
miracle till about fifty years after he began to 
prophesy. God had spoken to the world above 
two thousand years before we read of any pro- 
phet working miracles. Yet he required obe- 
dience to his word before as well as after.'' 

P. Did not the apostles make their conver- 
sions by the power of miracles? 

D. Very false again: " It is written, with 
other tongues will I speak to this people, yet 
for all that will thev not hear me, saith the 
Lord.^ We read, they believed not his won- 
ders:^ Killed the prophets, and stoned them that 
were sent:^ And always resisted the Holy 
Ghost.^ Of Christ it is said, though he had 
done so many miracles before them, yet, they 
believed not.^ Stephen wrought great mirar 
clesj^ yet they stoned him to death.' Many 
signs were wrought by the apostles;^ yet the 
high priests and elders beat them, and charged 
them not to teach any more^ in the name of 
Jesus.^ So far were men from being converted 
by the power of miracles. Miracles alone never 
converted one sinner, nor would miracles con- 
vert you, or any that love the world, and hate 
the things that are of God. Miracles cannot 
open the eyes, soften the heart, or purge the 
conscience J yet they have their great and glo- 

» 1 Cop. xiv. 21. 2 pgalm Ixxviii. 32. » Matt. 

xxiii. 37. * Acts vii. 51, 52. * Joh. xii. 37, * Acts 

vi. 8. ' Chap. vii. 59^ « Chap. ii. 43. v. 12. » Acts 
iv. 16—18. 
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rious use, whenever God sees fit to grant them; 
but it must be a power above all miracles that 
alone can save a sinner from the error of his 
way.* If they believe not the scriptures, neither 
will they be persuaded though one rose from the 
dead.* In the apostles' days, the church of 
Christ was in its height of light, power, and 
holiness; and had the miraculous operations of 
the Itoly Ghost more abundantly poured out. 
After the death of the apostles they were fewer 
and not so stupendous, and from that time they 
■gradually decreased; yet Christianity still con^ 
tinued to extend Itself far and wide, notwith- 
standing all'the opposition of the learned and 
powerful. And, with regard tb latter times, 
nothing has been more signal than the several 
revivals of pure religion, with respect to refor- 
mation from popery, in all parts of corrupted 
Cliristendom. For wherever the power of God 
attends the preachihg of his word, there the 
most obdurate are cut to the heart; where that 
power is • not felt, there men remain as be- 
fore, notwithstanding thousands of miracles are 
wrought. And whoever is sent of God to preach 
hi& word, to them he gives this testimony of his 
presence and approbation, though not often the 
power of miracles." 

P. So you w6uld allow any kind of people to 
preach, whether they can give proof of their 
authority or not? 

D. No: I would not. " I allow of none who 
are dead in trespasses and sin to preach. To 

■ » James y. 20. 2 Luke xvi. 31. 
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the ungodly saith God, what hast thou to do to 
preach mj laws.^ I would have none preach 
who do not believe the scripturei or who sub- 
scribe what thej do not think is true: none who 
are so obstinate that they will not be convinced, 
though they are convinced." 

'* To finish this head: when our Lord, speak- 
ing of those that should believe in him, said, 
greater works than these shall he do;^ this was 
not greater miracles^ but works above all si^ns 
and wonders, the turning the disobedient to the 
wisdom of the just.* Christ preached about 
three years, and his converts seemed to be about 
five hundred.* After Peter's first sermon the 
Dumber was increased to above three thousand:^ 
Thus our Lord's words were fulfilled. For as 
the homily saith, *' To justify a sinner, to new 
create him from a wicked person to a righteous 
man, is a greater act than to make such a new 
heaven and earth as is already made.*^ 

" Whatever preaching converts the heart, 
changes the life, and brings men to the true 
knowledge of Christ through the obedience of 
failh,7 is from God. This is a rule that cannot 
fail; it is firm as the pillars of heaven: He only 
that made the world, can turn a sinne^r from the 
power of Satan to himself.* Wherever this is 
found, there the power of God is made manifest; 
and wherever this almighty power is exerted, 
there is the testimony of divine favour audi &P' 

1 Psalm 1. 16. 2 John xiv. 12. 3 lAiht l 17. 

4 Acts i. 15. 1 Cor. xv. 6. ^ Acts ii. 41. ^ Hom. 
for Rogat. week, part i. See also page 12, 24. 
' liomaus xvj. 26. « Acts xxvi. 18. 
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probation. The highest apostle could do no 
more of himself than the lowest worm of the 
earth.^ Whoever then is the instrument of any 
measure of the same work, that was wrought by- 
apostles, is in his measure the same as an apos- 
tle, and has the same power of the Almighty 
with him. It is the sole work of God^ he sends 
bj whom he will send; and whoever is an in- 
strument in his hand, he only is truly sent from, 
above. And he that despiseth, despiseth not 
man but God."« 

«^ Let the learned, blind, and authorised Pul- 
pits go forth and see what they can do. They 
do go forth, and can do nothing* They bring 
forth no fruit; convert no sinners, the distin- 
guishing mark of those who stand not in God's 
council. Behold (saith God) they ran, but I 
did not send them.^ But such as you despise, 
hath God chosen, that he miglit show the won- 
ders of his grace. Instances of these are so 
many and so undeniable before our eyes, that 
nothing less than judicial blindness can make us 
disbelieve. If any, therefore, will not see, God 
will judge him for his perverseness. Such are 
always tne first to discern evil, even where there 
is none; but the last to embrace the truth, 
though confirmed by a thousand evidences." 

I leave it now to your choice, either to deny 
the scripture, work miracles, or acknowledge 
that your argument is false. If you do the last, 
then you grant all I contend for, and allow there 

» John XV. 5. 1 Cv-^r. iii, 7. 2 Luke x. 16. 1 Thes- 
iv. 8. 3 Jer. xxiii. 21, 22. 
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may lie inspirattoti where ther^is no power to 
work miracles. 

Pi^^ So you would have us.be like the, apo$tle8, 
ami first christians; and to infer from u\eit re- 
ceiving the Holy Ghoisty that we are to receive 
it likewise. 

B. Most certainly Ifwould have you abide by 
the doctrine you profess/ the articles you sub- 
scribe, -and above all, to keUeve the holy scrip- 
ture. And, ^^1 do indeed infer^ from what I 
finil there, that all vain jangling, and contradic- 
tion of Oed^s word, is to be laid aside: and th^t 
the weak Reason, blindness^ and ifi;norance of 
man is to submit to the truth of Christ. I have 
already told you, that I do not contend for ex- 
traordinary gifts, heating the sick, raising the 
dead. But if you deny tlie ordinary privilegi^, 
ofjreceiving the sanctifying influences of me 
spirit of Goil, then you must either maintain 
that in our days, we^ come into the world with 
less sin than th« apostles and first christians;-^ 
that we have more power by nature to cleanse 
ourseltes than they had^ that there are two ways 
to heaven^ one for them, and another for us; or 
own that no man can b^ pos8es^ed of grace, or 
have the least title to glory, wi^out having the 
same spirit which was given to the apostles.'* , 

^' I marvel to see you j^o afraid of becoming a 
follower of them', who^ through faith and pa- 
tience, inherit the promises.* Have you for- 
gotten, the deplorable mark of the lascivious 
scotfer, s^nd sensual? They have' not the spirit* 

»Heb. vj, 12, «2Pe*.ai. 3. 
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It 18 because yo« are sensual, not of God, not of 
Christ'8church,aloveroftheworldandthe^hings 

of the world; therefore the love of the Father is 
not in you.* You are of this world, and from 
beneath, altogether earthlyj therefore you have 
no taste for things above.'' ,. . . . , 

P. I doubt not but toy condition is as good as 
yours, and that I have as much knowledge and 
taste for things above?, as the rest of my breth- 

ren« • ' ^ ' ' . 

D. The more is your case and their's to be 

deplored. For know this, that *« we are called 

of God to follow after the apostles, and. One 

greater than all apostles, even to be conformed 

to the image and example of his own Son, in all 

holiness, purity, patience, meekness, heavenly 

mindedness, and doing good. God requires it 

of us; and it is such only He will accept in that 

day." * ' 

*'Be ye followers of me, saithone apostle;' 

and take tl^e prophets for an example, saith 
another.* Again, as ye have us for an example.* 
Therefore, not to be like the apostles^ is to rebel 
against God; and to deny that we are to be fol- 
lowers, or imitators of God himself/ is to deny 
the word, truth, and authority of God that has 
commanded it. There are but two' paths to 
walk in, the broad tind the narrow; but two mas- 
ters we can serve, God or Mammon; but two 
likenesses we can bear, the image of God fn true 
* holiness, or the likeness of the devil in rebellion, 

1 1 John ii. 15. «lCop.xi.l. s James v. 10. ^Fh\l 
iii. ir. 2 Tl^CM. m. r. * Eph. V. 1. 
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i^uiD, and eternal mi^ry. Not to be like the 
hoi J men of old, apostles, prophets^ martyrs, in 
their faith, love, purity> crucifixion to the world, 
and in all the fruits of righteousness,^ is to bear 
the image of Satan in his fall, and apostacy; and 
it were good for such that they had never beea 
born." 

P* You lay so much stress upon these things, 
that you seem to forget the christian religion is 
now established both by law and custom. 

D. ^ For this very reason we are the mere 
indiiBpensably obliged to ot^ey the voice of God 5 
to understand and believe whate;ver is spoken 
according to his wordi and a$ the whole tbat is 
required is only to conform to what we profess; 
it is the more inexcusable to refuse, ana cry, I 
will not believe, till I behold miracles as a proof 
that I am to regard plain scripture*" 

And what if the christian religion be establish- 
ed both by Ikw and custom; is it established in 
the hearts and lives of those who profess it? If 
they have not the mind which was in Christ," 
walk not as his true followers, what does their 
established religion avail? All true christians 
*' are called forth to one fight of faith,^ labour 
of love, and patience of hope,'* and to lay hold 
on the same eternal life.^ It is one prize set 
.before all, one hope of our calling,*' one end and 
aim; and we have all one Saviour, Judge, and 
eternal reward; and must, therefore, be partak- 

1 y 

» Gal. V. 22. « Phil. ii. 5. 

a 1 Tim. vi. 12. * 1 Thess. i. 3, 

6 1 Tim. vi. i9. « Eph. i. 18. 
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ers of one almighty help and benefit of the same 
eternal spirit." 

*^ No man (saith Christ) can come to me ex- 
cept tlie Father draw him.^ But oar Lord caiia 
every one to himself;^ therefore the drawings 
of the Father belong to alK He bids us learn 
of him, and become meek and lowly :^ but saitb« 
withoutine ye can do nothins ;^ and I have given 
you an example, that ye should do as I liave 
done.' Christ hath left us an example, saith 
th« apostle, that we should follow his steps.' 
But to be like Christ, without Christ, to be in 
the spirit,^ live in the spirit, walk in the spirit," 
led by the spirit, sow to the spirit,^ strj^ngthen- 
ed by the spirit, filled with the spirit, ^^ and be-, 
come one spirit with the Lord,^^ and yet be 
without the spirit, is such gross ignorance, egre- 
gious folly, presumptuous and bla4)hemous oppo- 
sition of the most plain, and express word of 
scripture, that mi^t even make us tremble to 
think of." • 

p. I believe, as a great writer hath lately dis- 
covered, that the constant abode and supreme 
illumination of the Holy Spirit is in the scrip- 
tures: That he is there only as the illuminator 
of the understandings and not in the minds of 
any. 

D. '^ It has been often observed, by different 
writers, who supposed themselves to live in the ' 

1 John vi. 44. Isa. xlv. 22. Jobn ^u. 32. Rom. v. 18. 
s Rev. xxii. 17* * Matt. xi. 29. * John zv. 5. ' John 
xiii. 15. • 1 Peter ii. 21. f Rom. viii. 9. « Gal. v. 
18.^5. «Ch.vi. 18. WEph,v. 15,18. n 1 Cor. vu 
17. 
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dregs of time^ that these kiod of discoveries 
were wont to. abound whenever Christianity be- 
came a mere 'nominal profession. And as the 
knowledge .of Grod is but small amongst our- 
selves, more of these discoveries maj expected 
every d^y* It is the religion of every carnal 
mind* Speak to the peasant, farmer, or mecha- 
nic, of seeking the kingdom of God, and his 
righteousness,^ of having an interest in Christ, of 
experiencing a sanctifying work of the spirit, 
and each will tell you*— ^^he has very good 
books in his house:" The rich and great are too 
refined to regard a bible, or the way to heaven: 
and howeasy for men of letters to criticise truth 
into scepticism." 

P. I*believe you will find ^is writer.able to 
prove his point. 

• D. '* So ihen, the spirit of grace is not to be 
sent down on all Bishops, Priests, and the con- 
gregations committed to their chaise, "a If it 
be in the biblej that is sufficient; the mind and 
consciebce may Vemain destitute. . If the Holy 
Ghost illuminate the written word, his light and 
comfort need not come near the heart. But if 
you confine the gift of the Holy Ghost to the 
leaves of a book; why not eternal life? Why must . 
there be a real kingdom of glory any mpre thaa 
of grace? 

p. Can we speak too honourably of the scrip- 
tures? 

D. No: , *' You can never honour the written 

t Prayer for the clergy and people. 
sMatt vi.33. . 
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wotd too much, the commandment is a lamp^ 
and the law is li^ht;^ and the highest hononr 
done to scripture is to believe and obey it. Bat 
if you pervert the design of scripture, by put- 
tine what' is written in the place of God, you 
dishonour scripture, and the spirit tbat.inspired 
it. The scripture most certainly contains all 
articles of faith, refutes every evil, and enforces 
every thing that is good. It leaves no room for 
discoveries of new sins, new virtues, oral tradi- 
tion, commandments of raen;^ or any truth not 
teyealed in that perfect treasure of unerring 
wisdom. To add to what is written is to mar 
the whole; and to-put scripture out. of its place, 
is to render the word of no effect:^ One evil 
l^ads th^ blind i|ito a ditch; the othef brings 
down all the plagues that are threatened."^ 

P. But he allows the aid of the Holy Spirit 
iinder certain restrictions. His reasonings are 
verv cogent, and granting what he asserts, it 
really proves it best to admit of no inspiration. 

D. ^ Then this great divine allows a kind of 
' inspiration; and so reasons and concludes about 
it, as to prove it best to admit of no inspiration 
at all ! The world are obliged to him for his new 
discoveries. You need have said nothing of 
him, as his whole system is but the same infi- 
delity and trifling that I have refuted before* 
Alas, for such a a6ctrine of grace! One denies 
the being of God, another the truth of revela- 

> Prov. vi. 23. 2 Matt. xv. 9. 3 Mark vii. 3: 
4 Deut. iv. 2. xLL 32. Prov* xxx. 6. Rev. xxii. 18, 
19. 
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iion, a third the divinity of Christ, or the per 
sonalitj of the Holy Ghost: and such casuist 
imbibe the essence of all these errors put to 
gether^ and destroy the whole design of revela 
tion. Know ye not that ye are the temple o 
God, and that the Spirit of God dwelieth ii 
you ?"* This objection is therefore levelle 
against Grod himself, and points immediately a 
the declaration of the Holy Ghost: Such assei 
tions destroy the design of scripture under cc 
lour of supporting scripture; contradict truti 
under preteQcts of establishing truth; fieht agatns 
Christ while they seem to contend for Christ 
All which is the olQ&ce of Antichrist."* 

*^I presume, a certain dignitary. subscribe* 
the Homilies as well as you; and though he b 
unacquainted with scripture, yet for the sake ( 
decency, he should have been consistent wit 
himself. In one Homily he subscribes, thi 
not man's wisdom, but the revelation of th 
Holy Ghost, is needful .to the understi^nding ( 
scripture:'' And that '^he profits most, wh 
is most inspired with the Holy Spirit."^ I 
another be subscribes, that "godly men fe< 
God's spirit influencing their hearth in readin 

> Cor. iii. 16. 

• See the marks of Antichnst in an extract of Dell 
sermon on the Trial of Spirits, page 9, &c. For ref( 
tation from the- liturgy of the Church, see page 4i 
47? v^nd for Scripture Authority, see John xiv. 16, 1< 
'26, compared with Psal. Ixviii. 18. Luke xi. 14. Ac 
ii. 38,39. Rom. viii. 9, 11, f3— 16. 1 Cor. ii. 10— 1 
iii. 16, 17, 2 Cor. vi. 16. Ephes, ii. 22. iv. 8. 1 John i 
26, 27. iii. 24. 

2 Homily on reading the Scriptures, Part I, II. 
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his word."* But probably "your friend also 
fouDd interest connected with subscribing, or 
custom prevailed, or he subscribed before he 
considered, or signed in a sense not as the-words 
implied $"^ and therefore the Prelate sets him- 
self to pervert the whole design of revelation. 
With regard to the being taueht of God, by 
the grace and illumination of the Holy Spirit, 
what, as Archbishop Wake inquires, has been 
more exposed as vain, ridiculous, and almost 
fanatical, than to believe that any such assist- 
ance was either needed bv nien; or to be ob- 
tained of GodP^ But let all such as corrupt th« 
word of God^ attend to an awful declaration 
once given to a wicked people, be thou in- 
structed, lest thy soul depart from thee.^ 

/' Your own example, and that of man^" other 
Pulpits, in attesting what none of you believe, 
is an instance of the error aqd absurdity of re- 
quiring subscription to human articles. By this 
the conscientious are kept out, and the licen- 
tious let in. For as the heart cannot be dis- 
cerned, there is an unavoidable necessity of 
taking every man^s word, which gives an ad- 
vantage td the Deist, the Arian, .the*Profane, 
and worldling, those whose consciences stick at 
nothing, to fill the pulpits without restraint. 
Besides, as all human articles and compositions 
will ever admit of amendment, scruples will 
always arise, to deter the upright, who will not. 

• 

1 Homily concerning certun places in scripture. 

2 See Sermon IX. 3 Page 6. * 2 Cor. ii. 17. 
* Jer. vi. 8. 



subscribe what they do not esteem scriptural. 
Let ail subscriotions then be made to scriptnre 
slone; if only for tlie salee of those, who before 
ordination subscribe articles^ homilies, liturgy, 
&c.bttt getting preferment, or commencing dig- 
nitaries, publish such writings as render them 
all null and void*'' 

P. My author puts things on a better foot- 
ing, which leads to; a rational system, to the 
* ^and morality^ without any thing of grace or 
inspiration, except what is in scripture. 

D. ^^ That is, he is void of the light of God^ 
lives without an inward testimony of divine 
favour, and has no conception of his fall and 
want of being renewed. The scripture wakes 
conversion a second creation:* So the homiliea 
affirm.' Either Aen, this champion makes a 
speeulatLve assent to Christianity the same as to 
put on the Lord Jesus Christ,^ or else vainly 
imagines he can be regenerated, renewed, 
created again, merely by inspiration being in 
the Bible; either of which equally shows a stale 
of heaQien ignorance. 

^^ It is part of the daily cross, the filling up 
what is behind of the sufferipgs of Christ,^ to 
behold meneropinein darkness while surround- 
ed with the Tight of the written word. Lot was 
vexed from day to day witK the filthy conversa- 
tion of the wicked/ and still the righteous 
endure the same, through them that live in 
error.'^" 

^ Eph. ii. 10. iv. 24. * Pa^ 52, 53. ^ Rom. xiiL 
J4. 4 Col. i. 24. e 2 Vet ii. 7, 8. « Verse 18^ 
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One makes to himself a graven image^ and 
bows down to the shrine or tOQth of an imaei- 
nary saint: another allows not worship to tne 
brightness of the Father's glory, and the express 
image of his person:^ Some make odious that 
law which is ^^a copy of the eternal mind, a 
transcript of the divine nature, the fairest off- 
spring of the everlasting Father, the brightest 
efflux of his essential wisdom, the visible beauty 
of the Most High."* Others yield to the pre- 
cept, but deny the aid of the spirit: Others ac- 
;knowledge his almighty help, but renounce his 
witness,* and the assurance of his favour.^ 
Some contend against the atonement: others 
against a renewed nature. One makes the suf- 
ferings of Christ no more than our example: 
another defiles him with the guilt he bore for 
sinners, and makes him an <* abominable, ob- 
ject." Some are so pure as to have passed be- 
yond all need of propitiation: others affirm that 
'^believers may be notorious transgressors,'* 
and yet have << a sinless righteousness in 
Christ." 

''^ These are lying spirits that are gone forth* 
corruptors of the.word of God,' handling it de- 
ceitfully,^ oppo^ers of truth, holiness, and the 
honour of God." 

P. So then, while you refute others, you are 

» Exod. XX. 4. « Hebrews i. 3. ^ Sermon on the 
original nature, and properties of the law, by J. W. 

4 Rom. viii. 16. 1 John v. 10. « Col. ii. 2. 1 Thes. 
i. 5. Heb. vi. 11. x. 22. « 1 John iv. 1. ''2 Cor. ii. 
iT. 8 Ibid. iv. 2. 
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not satisfied without making this great cham- 
pion of the'faith a nijere infidel? 
, D. Whaiever J[ asserj I will prpve, "First, 
bj renouncing the sanctifying influences of 
grace, he destroys the efEcacy of the gospel, 
-and therefore overthrows the whole system of 
revelation. Secondly^ what he has advanced, 
not only contains the essence of deism, but. 
springs from the same root* For, in whatever 
light we view the unbeliever, let him pour forth 
all his objections, start every sort of difficulty, 
it comes but to one point — he is not conscious 
that he has lost the image of God; therefore dis- 
putes against atonement for sin^ the washing of 
regeneration, and renewing of the Holy Ghost."^ 
^ So that whether the infidel sets himself 
against God manifested in the flesh, ^ his atone- 
roent for sin, or the power of his spirit in be- 
lievers, it all* springs froyi this, — h^ sees no ne- 
cessity of partaking of the divine nature.^ The 
rise of deism, tke sole channel in which infi- 
delity runs, is« the seeing bo necessity. of being 
made holy; the not even desiring to bear the 
image of the heavenly. From hence they re- 
ject the gift of the Holy Spirit. And conceiv- 
ing no use for diyine grace; it follows, there 
can be no need of a Saviour or sacrifice: and if 
no Saviour, then no place for revelation; and 
then at once the fall oi man, sin and condemna- 
tion derived on all, by the .offence of one, Rom. 
V. 12, 18, 19, falls to the ground; and forgive- 

1 Tit. iiU5. « 1 Tiro. iii. 16. « 2 Pet. i. 4. 
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ness of sins, the resurrectioii of the bodjr, and 
eternal life become a mere fable*" 

** Some have so far a feeble notion of the ne- 
cessity of holiness, that they seek to establish 
their own righteousness;^ others have a blind 
apprehension of being born of the spirit,' so as 
to seek it without a mediator making atonement 
for their transgressions. Here is secret deism. 

But as sure as the heavenly birth must take 
place of the fallen nature, and we experience a 
real change from earthly to heavenly desire, so 
must peace be made by the blood of the cross,* 
and this reconciliation be as really felt^as we 
discern the difference between a mind not sub- 
ject to the law of God,* and one that meditates 
therein day and night."* 

*^ To defend Christianity, and deny the gift 
of the spirit; or to acknowledge, this power ia 
changing our -nature, ^(ithout ownihg the blood 
that made atonement, or to embrace what Christ 
has done for us without feeliri^ its efficacy, is 
'Still to be unre^enerate aliens, strangers from 
the covenant, without hope." The one is Jewish 
darkness; the other, refined infidelity.^' 
^ P. There are some persons of great reputa- 
tion for piety, who speak ftgainst Utonement be- 
ing made for sin. 

- O. There are some who have a name to live, 
and are dead;' the more grievous that such 
should be esteemed any thing but what moves 
the pity, and the abhonng of their unbelief. I 

> Rom. X. 3. 2 John iii. 5. » Col. i. 2^ * Rom, 
viii. 7. 6 Psal. i. 2. « Eph. ii. 12. » Rev. iii. 1. 
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know an eminent writer often admired for ex- 
alting Christ, whilst he derides his propitiation 
for sin. Some of his admirers affirm that he 
believes the doctrine now, because he embraced 
it thirty years ago; notwithstanding his later 
writings speak of the fiction of atonement, the 
folly of debtor and creditor, and call it a stum* 
Uing-block that keeps deists from the faith. 
He is extolled for converting infidels; but to 
convert infidels by giving up the death of Christ 
as an atonement for ofiences, is the same as to 
convert a papist by turning idolater, a Turk by 
owning Mahomet for Messiah, or a Jew by 
denying Jesus of Nazareth to be the Son of 
God." 

P. After all you can say, if the doctrine of 
inspiration be allowed to all, it should be con- 
fined to scripture, or else allowed to have been 
in Christ only: and that without any farther 
witness of the spirit, '' to belong to the Bible, 
this is faith." 

D. This faith, we have already observed* 
from the homilies, the devils themselves have, 
and ^* is this all that is meant by believing in 
Christ? Amazing! that so many will sign articles 
and homilies, and then renounce them! What 
shall the end of these things be! Indeed, too 
many of those, who in our days, are called gos- 
pel preachers, only get so much light as to fall 
into a pit. They catch hold of the sound of 
scripture, but go from the sense; and forsake 
the error of the wicked, only so far as to fight 

> Page 45, 
H 
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against true experience. I grant that about two 
hundred years ago, divers holj persons rnain^ 
tained sentiments like some of theirs; but it 
should be considered, they were at that time, 
just emerged from the darkness of popery. Yet, 
notwithstanding this disadvantage, light and 
darkness are not more opposite than the life of 
faith as described by Bolton, Preston, Ambrpse, 
Alleine, &c. and that of some modern preach* 
ers, who strive to support these doctrines by 
their authority." 

But to return to your argument. *' Why. 
may we not confine heaven and eternal life to 
scripture or to Christ, as well as the influence 
of the Holy Spirit? If one, why not the other? 
This is so liKe the doctrine of some modern 
teachers^ that I think the doctor has learned his 
lesson from their creed. It is all of a piece; 
book inspiration, book believing. Holiness in 
Christ only, and not implanted in his people." 

P. What! this great author a plagiary? 

B. ^' It is no new thing for certain profound 
theologists 'to make new discoveries that were 
broached some hundred years before. For in- 
stance, the great discovery he has so long glori- 
ed in, is no other than what Calvin mentions in 
his institutes, to have been a common opinion 
of the Baptist of his time, and what he seems 
to charge upon Servetus as one of his pernicious 
errors, — ^" that the Jews knew nothing of eter- 
nal life; and that their promises and adminis- 
tration had no other prospect but to temporal 
advantage."* And yet this idle dream contains 

* See Collier's Diet, under the word Anabaptists. 
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the essence of the legation book. Again, his 
leading principle throughout the doctrine of 
gra<<e, is exactly the same with a detestable 
production of the last century published in the 
. United Provinces, and refuted by the eminently 
learned and pious Mrs. A. Schurman, in four 
pages^ of a Latin treatise, entitled Eykahpia*^ 
Indeed, so exact a likeness appears between the 
two performances, that if this great woman had 
been a propltetess, and foreseen what vrould 
have been published in England a hundred years 
after, her judicious and spirited remarks could 
not have been more to the purpose. 

P. I find nothing will do^ but at all hazards 
W9 must have inspiration. 

D. ^' As many as are led by the spirit of God, 
they are the sons of God;'^ and no man that is 
led by that spirit can deny his manifestation 
and indwelling power; God cannot deny him- 
self.^ If any deny the gift of God, it is on no 
other principle, for no other reason, but because 
they have not received it themselves: and they 
receive not, because they ask not;^ for God 
giveth the Holy Ghost to them that obey him.^^ 
But if any are void of the Holy Spirit, then the 
evil one has real possession of them: For all 
are' under the innuence of one spirit or tlie 
other, they have all a master whom they serve. 
Some lie to the Holy Ghostj'' others deny his 

* From page 78 to 81. ^ A g^od inheritance, allud- 
ing to the grace of the Holy Spirit in believers. ^ Rom. 
viii. X4. 4 2 Tim. ii. 13. s Mat. vii. 7. Luke xi. 13- 
James iv. 2. • Acts v. 32. ' Ver. 3. 
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operations,^ because they are governed by the 
spirit that worketh in the children of disobe- 
dience.* 

* * For trulj there is but one door for the sheep 
to enter, one pasture to feed on;^ one renewing 
of tlie Holy Ghost ^'^ and no other way to please 
God, or be accepted by him. And lastly^ let 
it suffice, to put an end to such ridiculous strife 
of words, that the declaration of an inspired 
apostle, the same hour the Holy Spirit was 
poured out is, that remissions of sins and the 
gift of the Holy Ghost, was not confined to 
themselves, but extended to. all that were afar 
off.* 

P. I warrant by this time you think I am 
confuted, if not converted. But I must tell 
you, that I look upon it as all rank enthusiasui. 

D« Then the sin convincing of sin^^ our 
mourning afte^r God,^ our rejoicing in hope,^ is 
distraction and too much religion. I have prov- 
ed my assertions to be the plain undeniable 
word of scripture, confirmed by the experience 
of God's people. Yet, after all, you dare affirm 
it nothing but madness. Pray, what is your 
notion of an enthusiast? 

P. '*One that fancies himself inspired, or 
under the influence of the Holy Ghost, when in 
fact he is not." Such I think are all our modern 
pretenders to inspiration. 

D. This falls heavy upon yourself, and such 

J 2 Tim. iii. 5, ? Ephesians ii. 2. 3 John x. T, 9. 
* Tit. iii. 5. e Acts ii. 38, 39. « Joha xvi. 8. 
' Matt. V. 4. 8 Rom. xii. 12. 
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as vaiuly imagine themselves to .be christians, 
**when in fact they are not." The bishop 
asked, at your ordination, this solemn question: 
** Do you trust you are inwardly moved by the 
Holy Ghost, to take upon you this office and 
ministration?" To which you as solemnly an- 
swered "I trust so." Bishop Burnet well ob- 
serves, "If any man says, I trust so, that yet 
knows nothing of any such motion, he lies to 
the Holy Ghost, and makes his first approach to 
the altar with a lie in his mouth; and that not 
to man but^to God."^ **Now, sir, if all the 
modern pretetiders to inspiration," be enthu- 
siasts, then you are certainly one. If the Holy 
Ghost had really moved you, could you have 
denied his inspiration? If he did not, thjen yoa 
imagined yourself to be under his influence, 
when in fact you were not: And therefore out 
of your own mouth, jou are proved an enthu- 
siast. 

P. I Took on the words as mere form; and I 
used them only as a necessary step to prefer- 
ment. 

D. So in order to get clear of enthusiasm, 
you are not ashamed to own yourself a hypo- 
crite. Who do you think will ever trust you 
again, when you can so readily speak one thing 
and mean another? 

P. I regard nothing you are pleased to think 
of me. The multitude is on my side, not yours. 

D. The multitude of enthusiasts and dis- 
semblers. 

^ See his Pastoral Care. ->,^^ 
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p. If we dispute till next Sabbath, you will 
never persuade me to embrace your sentiments. 

D. I am grieved at the perverseness and heard- 
nees of your heart. Indeed brother, I fear you 
will add sin to sin till you are past recovery. 
Truly, you have grievously " erred, and strayed 
like a lost sheep." You have wofully <* follow- 
ed the devices and desires of your own heart, 
and are become a most miserable offender."^ 
However, I would charitably hope you are not 
yet out of the reach of divine mercy. I shall, 
therefore, offer a few things more to your con- 
sideration, and then, adieu. The first I shall 
speak of is holiness. 

P. Let me hear you describe what you have 
so much insisted upon. 

D. I insist upon it, because without holiness 
no man shall see the Lord.® It is that which 
Christ purchased with his own blood. He gave 
himself for us that he might redeem us from all 
iniquity; and purify to himself a peculiar peo- 
ple, zealous of good works. ^ Without this we 
have no part in him. If arty man be in Christ, 
he is a new creature.* It is the image of God 
engraven on the soul. Its essence is the par- 
taking of the divine nature:^ Having the mind 
which was in Christ:^ The loving God with all 
the heart and soul, and strength, and our neio^h- 
bour as ourselves;^ Its outward form is justice, 
mercy, and fidelity;® showing itself to be pure, 

» Confession. 2 Hebrews xii. 14. 3 Titus ii. 14 
4 2 Cor. i. 17. 5 2 Pet. i. 4. « Phil. ii. 5. 1 Luke 
X. 27. 8 Matt, xxiii. 23. See notes on the New Tes- 
tament by J. W. 
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peaceable, gentle, and fall of ^ood fruits.^ 
Nothing short of this, is the holiness of the 
gospel. 

P. You astonish me! is it possible for a man 
to be harmless, free from eross sios, just in his 
.dealings, charitable to the poor, attend the 
means of grace, and after all destitute of holi- 
ness? I cannot believe it. 

D. Believe, or not believe, it is certainly 
true. What harm had the unprofitable servant 
done? What vice is charged on the foolish vir- 
gins?^ Suppose a man as free from enormous 
crimes as these; as just, and outwardly strict as 
the Pharisee,^ yea, though he bestowed all his 
goods to feed the poor, and gave his body to be 
burned, without the charity that suifereth long 
and is kind, that seeketh not her own, that 
covereth all things, that endureth all things, 
it profits him nothmg."* 

P. You are always for carrying things to ex- 
. tremes. I do not believe thai any one ever 
came up to this. Would you have men live 
without sin? 

D. It is no wonder you believe notnae, when 
you reject the whole testimony of scripture,* 
with which my liturgy perfectly agrees,— 
'* Vouchsafe to keep us this day without 
sin:'"^ — ** Grant that this day we fall into no 
sin, but that all our doings may be ordered by , 

* James iii. 17. 2 Matt. xxv. 3 Luke xviii. 11. 

* 1 Cor. xii. 3, 7. See notes on 'the New Testa- 
ment, by J. W. 5 See 2 Cor.r vii. 1. 1 Thes. iii. 13. 
V. 22. Titus ii. 14. 1 Pet. i. 15, 15. 1 John iii. 5, 6, 9. 

« Te Deum. 
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thy governance, to do always what is rigliteousi 
in thy sight."* ," From all sin, good Lord de- 
liver us."* '*Make us clean fronuall sin."^ 
Again: " Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by 
the inspiration of thy Holy Spirit, that we may 
perfectly love Thee."* But how often have yoa 
mocked God, and offered the sacrifice of fool si, 
by using words you neither understood nor be- 
lieved? 

p. I am weary of hearing so much of this. 

D. Yet I must still proceed; for "some of 
you Pulpits deny the eternal and supreme Gk>d- 
head of Christ and the Holy Ghost. In my 
Creeds,* Liturgy, and Articles, I ascribe equal 

1 Third collect for g^race. 2 Litany. ^ Communion 
for Christmas day. ** Prayer before the Command- 
ments. 

• '* The Substance of tlie Athanasian creed, we may 
presume was never exceeded by any human composition. 
The truly scriptural confession of the eternity, equali- 
ty and unity of the triune godhead, the infinite perfec- 
tions of the three persons of one Jehovah, cannot be 
sufficiently esteemed, but we do not contend for the 
prefatory and concluding* clauses whicli are added. 
Salvation and damnation should be confined to scrip> 
tui*e and not be tacked to any human composition^ 
subscription, or institution whatever. To sentence is 
the sole prerogutive of Christ. He only is our Law- 
.g'iver. Matt, xxiii. 8, 10. Rom. xiv. 4. has the keys of 
hell and death, Ucv. i. 18. and is able to save and to 
destroy, James iv. 12. Let none presume to invade his 
place, lest it he deemed equal to saying" I am He, Luke 
xxi. 8. " Whosoever will be saved, before all things 
it is necessary that he" repent and believe the gospel, 
Mark i. 15. and those who * undoubtedly perish,' are 
they that believe not, Mark xvi. 16. John iii. 36. and 
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worship, adoration, glory, dominion, life, reign, 
and eternity to the Son and Spirit in unity wi^ 
the Father.* 

** The Old and New Testament do the same. 
Before the coming of Christ in the flesh, the pro- 
phet calls him the mighty God, Father of eter- 
nity .t When his birth drew nigh, the angel' 
called Emmanuel, God with us.} At his bap- 
tism the Father bore witness by a voice from 
heaven: and the spirit descended like a dove in 
a bodily shape. "§ 

obey not the gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ. 2 Thess. 
i. 8." 

* See articles first, second, and fifth, Nicene and 
Athanasian creeds, catechism, litany, the benedictions, 
doxologies, prayer of St.Chryso8tom^in time of dearth, 
office of baptism and confirmation, petition after pslam 
in lasitation of the sick, collects for first and third 
Sundays in Advent, St. Stephen, Thomas, and Mat- 
thew, sixth Sunday after Epiphany, first in Lent, Sep- 
tuagesima, Christmas, Good Friday, Easter, Ascension, 
•nd Whitsunday — ^for the king, prefiwe on feast of Tri- 
nity, prayer and dozology in Communion Service, Gene- 
ral Thanksgiving, 
f Isaiah iz. 6. - See the marginal reading. 
^ Matt. i. 23. Here, and in John xz«28. and Acts xz. 
28. is the emphatic particle which makes it the God: 
for the want of which, in some places, the Arians have 
made much objection against the godhead of Christ. 

§ Luke iii. 22. Leslie, in his Socinian Controversy, 
removes this objection to the divinity of the Holy 
Ghost, as if he appeared in the form of a bird, by 
showing that both the original, and the sense of the; 
passagfe, prove the contrary; and that the resemblance 
of a dove related only to the manner in which the glory 
of the Holy Ghost came down, and abode upon the Son 
of God. John i, 32,33. The bodily shape was the divine 
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"The first entrance into the covenant of 
grace, is in the name and person of Christ joined 
with the Father and Spirit. The scriptures 
ascribe all the titles, offices, and acts to Christ 
which ai'C attributed to God. Whatever the 
prophets spake of the Father in the Old Testa- 
ment, the apostles apply to Christ in the new.''* 

Shechinah, or glory of the Lord, which appeared to 
the shepherds, Luke ii. 9. to Moses, and the prophets 
before. The gentle, hovering descent was like that 
of a dove. 

' '* Compare Ex. iii. 14. with John viii. 58. Hosea i. 
7. Ps, Ixxxiu. 8. Deut. vi. 4. Isa. vi. 9, 10. with John 
xii.31. he is called Lord of Hosts, (Jehovah of Sabaoth.) 
Wherever Lord is printed in capitals in the Old Testa- 
ment, it is^ Jehovah, which the bitterest enemies of 
Christ's divinity are constrained >to acknowledge the 
most supreme title of God.'* 

'*For a fuller explanation of this important point, 
and of the divinity of Christ and the Spirit, see Jones' 
Catholic Doctrine of the Trinity; amost complete trea- 
tise, in which the scriptures .of the 014 Testament are 
compared with parallel places in the New. The re- 
marks are short and weighty, the arguments new, strik- 
injg, and so convincing, that all who know the truth 
will be constrained to adore God for preparing an in- 
strument for so glorious a work. In particular, he 
scripturally refutes the false glosses hiUierto put on, 
1 Cor. XV. 24. and overthrows beyond recover)', the 
subtle reasoning of Dr. Clarke, the father of modern 
Socinianism, demonsti'ating his misconstruction of the 
Greek, as well as the meaning of Christ in Matt. xix. 
17. See also a later author, Gaston, in liis scripture 
account of the faitli and practice of chi'istians, in which, 
are several thousand scriptures judiciously ranged un- 
der proper heads, and in particular, the supreme God- 
head, titles, offices, of Clmst, and the Holy Ghost, are 
collected in due order, and wliat in some partd of scrips 
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*' Christ saith to the Jews, I and ray Father 
Bre one.* Neither Moses nor any of the, pro- 
phets ever uttered a single word that could pos- 
sibly be understood as claiming the nature, 
office, or authority of God j but our Lord's hear- 
ers so understood his words, charged him with 
blasphemy, and stoned him; because he being a 
man, made himself God.® Upon these occasions, 
our Lord always confirmed what he had first 
asserted; by which he increased the offence he 
had given before.^ If therefore we own not 
Christ -to be God, we make him a deceiver. 
Either he is equal with the Father, or a mere 
impuster. The dispute turns wholly on this — 
whether the New Testament be the word of God, 
or a fable? Whether Christ has taught us the 
true worship of God, or idolatry?" 

**The promises are made in the name of 
Christ, equally with God: supplications are 
made by all in fev«ry place to Christ:* some- 
times the name of Christ is placed alone; be- 
cause of his union with the Father and Spirit; 
so that in worshiping one person, the whole Tri- 
nity are included. Sometimes the name of 
Christ is put with the Father and Spirit:* some- 
times before the name of either the. Father or 
Spirit.^ The proof of our Lord's Divinity are 
so many and so irresistible, that Arius has no 

ture is separately aseribedto each person of the Trini- 
ty, is proved in others to be applied to all." 

» John X. 30. 2 Ver. 30, 33. » Letter to the Monthly 
Reviewers, by C. P. p. 2, 3. * 1 Cor. i. 2. « Matt, 
xxviii. 19. 1 Thess. iii. 11. Rev. i. 4, 5,6. 6 2 Cor. 
xiij. 14, 2 Thess. ii. 1^. 
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cause to upbraid even a blind Papist with absur-* 
ditj. Even Atheism and Deism are more con- 
sistent than Arianism. If there be no God, 
Atheism would be true: if the Christian revela- 
tion be false, Deism might be true. But Arian- 
ism is a shapeless monster that will suit with 
nothing: a blunder that can only exist in false 
ideas, or none at all. 

P. How do you prove that? 

D. I prove it thus: '* If our Lord be only al- 
lowed capable of speaking with as much pro- 
priety as othersj and inspired men to express 
themselves, as well as those who have not inspi- 
ration, then it is a demonstration that Christ is 
the most high God. For no man that speaks in- 
telligibly, ever uses such expressions tnat leave 
his hearers at a loss whether he affirms or denies, 
asserts this thing or the other. If his ideas are 
false, his arguments inconclusive, yet he is al- 
ways understood to mean what he does mean, 
and nothing besides. Now our Lord so spake 
to the Jews, and the apostles so spake to the 
christian churches, that if Christ be "not very 
God, the gospel they preached has been of no 
benefit; brought no light; but rather obscured 
the knowledge we had before. It has only taught 
us idolatry; and the Jewish dispensation, which 
is called darkness,* must be preferable to the 
new covenant. None ever doubted from the Old 
Testament who was God, or whether there were 
more than one Jehovah.^ And if the New Tes- 
tament has rendered, it uncertain, then the pro- 

1 1 John ii. 8, 2Dcut vi..4. Pd. Ixxxiii. 18. 
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mises of blessings, iight, and knowledge to be 
given in the latter days, vanish into nothing. 
Therefore from the ver^ mouth of Christ Jesus 
we would demonstrate it. < 

^' If he be not the most high God, he was not 
even a righteous person, and Arius is false in 
ownine him either to be a prophetvor a good man. 
But if Christ be what he amrmed of himself, 
then Arianism is a lie against God, a blasphemy 
from the father of lies, who abode not in the 
truth.^ So that whether Christ be, or be not 
God, Arianism is a barefaced cheat, and denying 
of the plainest truth." 

^^But that Jesus is God supreme, consider 
that glorious revelation which God gave unto 
Christ, as he was Son of Man. There he is dis* 
played in all his characters, human, sacrificial, 
and divine. No sooner is he introduced as one 
that receives, but he is owned to be one with 
God, and God supreme, in the highest charac- 
ters of the Father, in the same words;^ and glory 
and dominion are ascribed to Him, with the Fa- 
ther and the Holy Spirit." 

'^ Three are mentioned, and these three are 
called Him:^ Therefore the glory is ascribed to 
three that are one; or the whole is given tp 
Christ, as being th^ last that is spoken of.'' 

^ The Holy Ghost is represented as seven, to 
set forth his manifold operations,^ which were 
soon to be manifest by nis executing what was 
coming on the earth. And as the number of 

; John vUi, 44. « Bev. i, 8. 
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Bev. i, S, 6. 4 Zech. iv, 10. 
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,8ea1§ to be opened, trumpets to be sounded, 
vials to be poured Out, were seven; he is styled 
Seven, because of his being the alfnightj agent 
to fulfil them." ' 

P. A man may be a good christian and ehter- 
tain sentiments different from yours. 

D. A man may differ from me, tiut be may 
not reject the counsel of God. Luke vii. 30.' 
He may not deny the Lord that bought him. 
£ Pet. ii. 1. He may not preach Bn<>iher gospel 
than what we have received. Gal. i. 8, 9. It is 
eternal life to knowthe only true God and Jesus 
Christ.. John xvii. S. It is eternal condemna- 
tion, not that we reject systems* of human 
authority, but the grace that bringth salvation. 
Titus ii. 1 1. 

" The supreme godhead of Christ is its own 
evidence, and nothing but himself dwelling in 
the heart, can truly make known his divinity; 
AH that know the only true God and Jesus 
Christ,* feel this truth within them, and know 
that Jesus is the most high God. Without this 
communion of the Holy Ghost, our profession of 
Christ and his divinity, are mere words." 

" An Arian will never perish because he re- 
jects an opinion, but because he hath not the 
Son, therefore he hath not life.* If he expe- 
rienced a saving work, he would assuredly know 
what manner of person his Saviour was. An 
Athanasian will not be saved, because of bis 
right opinion. If his belief of Christ's divinity 
be only notion and assent, he is nothing in thi: 

1 John, xvii, 3. 2 1 jolm v, 12. 



FITLPIT AND READING DESK. 99 

aecoijint of God, and stands in need of the very 
first principles of religion, repentance towards 
God, and faith towards our Lord Jesus Christ.^ 
The rock on which our Lord built his church,^ 
' is the knowledge of himself, revealed bj the 
Spirit of GodMiot a bare assent to truth, or the 
learning human compositions, but Christ inns 
the hopes of glory.* 

^* Oif this rock our Lord spake to Peter.* On 
this rock were built all that were ever saved ^ <m 
the same roGik will be built all who are follow- 
ers of them, who throught faith and patience, 
inherit the promises. Against this rock the 
gates of h«ll never could prevail 5 ovfer every 
other foundation, Satan, sin, the love of the 
world have always triumphed; no believing, no 
evidence short t)f this record from above, being 
able to sanctify a fallen nature.^' . . 

P. What you. have said of the divinity of 
Christ, I let go. I most dislike your account of 
faith, knowing ^Ins forgiven, and carrying holi- 
ness to such a height. I see, that from every 
topic you would prove necessity of inward evi- 
dences. 1 like the sentiments of others best; 
and there are not wanting Pulpits of reputation 
who think you carry these points too far. 

!>• Whoever you mean^ I perceive this, you 
are for opposing me in every thins, and are 
always ready to embrace the errors ofevery one 
that IS mistaken. It is true, from every topic, 
I strive for the hope of the gospel;^ contending 

1 Acts XX, 21. 2 Matt xvi, 16, 18. 3 Col. 1,2^ 
^ Heb. vi, 12. & Col. 1, 23. 
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earnestly for the faith once deUvered to the 
^amts;^ because upon this rock of internal evi- 
dence, and following Christ in gospel holiness, 
consists the whole of true relinon. For as with- 
out natural life a man is nothing, so all profes- 
sion of Christ without his spirit in us, is a lifeless 
carcase. 

I fear indeeci, that some of these Pulpits of 
reputation, exceedingly over-vAlue themselves; 
despising those who are moreabumlaDt in labour 
and success, whom God has in all things pre- 
ferred to them. Let such remember thej owe 
to these, as instrinnebts in his h^nd^ all their 
first awkenings, desires, and searches after troth; 
all the little light they have reiseived, into a 
small part of his word, which they falsely call 
the whole scope of the gospd. For the most 
they contend for, amounts but to faith without 
assurance!^ Believing without the testimony I' 
Justification without peace!^ Pardon without 
knowing it I^ Gospel without the law of holiness!* 
Adoption without the witness !' Sons of God 
without being led by the^piritS^ Salvation in 
sin !" The crown of life without the cross 1 ^® with- 
out enduring to the end !^^ 

^^Nor afe they satisfied with only making 
void the word and counsel of God: this seems 
too little, unless they are allowed to set up 

1 Jude S. 2 1 John iii» 19. ^ cbap. v, 10. «Koro. 
V, 1. ^Ps. xxxU, 5. ciii, 3. 1 Cor. ii, 12. ^ Rom. viii» 
4. 1 Cor. Ix, 21. Gal. vi, 2. James i, 25. 7Rom.vui, 15, 
16. Gal. iv, 6. » Rom. viii, 14. » Mat. i, 21. 1 John iii, 
8. 10 Mark viii, 34. Luke ix, 23. Rev. ii, 10. " Mat. x, 
22. Revelations ii, 10, 26. 
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tlieir own attainments of peace and a^sttrance, 
and to maintain these to be the only standard of 
christian experience, all that is needful, if not 
all that is possible to ,be received. This is in- 
deed, to render the power of the gospel oX. little 
efficacy, to make light of the promises which 
are in Christ Jesus, damp the earnest pursuit, 
prayer, and expectation, which the spirit of God 
enkindles in the faithful mind." 

^' It is really amazing, that some who, are so 
averse to the law, that they cafnnot endure the 
very sound of the word» but reject its precepts 
and obligations to obedience, under pretence of 
exalting that gospel which was instituted to re- 
store the life and power of holiness, yet are so 
enamoured with the darkness of the ceremonial 
dispensation, that they blend it with the light of 
the gospel, mix Old Testament experience with 
the New, and see no absurdity in calling them 
one and the same thing. " 

p. Is it then absurd to call them the same? ' 
What is the mighty difference? 

D. It is contrary to truth and to the prophe^ 
cies which foretel the glory that should follow 
the sufferings of Christ.* It is destroying the 

• For a full confirmation of this point, see Is. iv, 2— 
6. vi, 3. xi, 6 — 10: xii, 1 — 6. xxiv, 23. xxv, 6 — 9. xxvi, 
1 — 6. xxvii., 3, 6. xxviii, 5. xxxii, 1 — 5. 15 — 18. xxxiii, 
5, 6—21 — 24--3)5. Compare these passag^es^ith John 
vii, 37,38. Rev. xxii. 17. 

A^in, see Is. xl, 1 — 5 — 9 — 11 — 31. xliii, 6 — 16. xliii, 
18, 19. compared with Jer. iii, 16. 2 Cor. iii, 7 — 18. 

See also Isaiah xliv, 3. xlix, 9, 10. li. 11. liii, Ix, 1~- 
3. 11 — ^22. Ixi, Ixii, Ixiv, 4. compared with 1 Cor. ii, 9, 
10. Isa. Ixv, 17—25, 26. Ixvi, 5, 14. 
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very hope of the gospel, bringing the scripture 
marks and evidences of eyangelical righteous- 
ness, down to our own scanty experience, in« 
stead of labouring to attain what the scripture 
sets before us. It is no other than suiting 
spiritual things to the carnal inind, because our 
own attainments niaj chance to prove that we 
ourselves are believers upon no other principle, 
and stand upon no better foundation. ^ 

^* The design of God in giving us the conso* 
lations of grace, is to destroy sin, and work 
righteousness in us. So far as we attain this, 
all is sure: So far as we fail, we miss the whole 
end of Christ's being given for us. We are 
made partakers of Christ, and are his house; if 
we hold fast our confidence; and the beginning 
of it stedfast unto the end.''^ 

**0 modem teachers! when will you preach 
Christ the Lord? When exalt his name, and 

Sec likewise Zech. ix, 9—17. xiv, 9 — 20, 21. com- 
pared with Matt, xi, 11. 

J refer but to a small part of what might have been 
collected, and scarce to any but the prophet Isaiah. 
But the Psalms and other prophecies, speak expressly 
of a time of righteousness, and peace, that was not en- 
joyed under the old covenant, which the prophets 
knew was not to themselves, but to ust 1 Pet. i. 12. 
See also the whole Epistle to the Hebrews, particularly 
Chap. vii. 18, 19. viii. 6—14. xii. 22-^24, wherein is 
proved beyond dispute, the superior excellency bf the 
Christian, above the Jewish dispensation; and the en- 
joyment of privileges, through fiiith in Christ, superior 
to the most distinguishing favours ever vouchsafed to 
the seed of' Abraham. For farther explanations* see a 
letter to Mr. P— e, by C. P. 
' * Heb. ill. 6. 14, 
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promote his interest? How long wiil jou follow 
after vanity?^ putting the idols of jour own ima- 
gination in the place of obeying from the heart?^ 
Alas for this legal spiriti Thid differing nothing 
from a servant!^ this bondage an|) fear of death;^ 
without adoption;^ the Holy Ghost not giVeb^^ 
walking in darkness, and no light;^ veil on the 
heart;^ a law that makes nothing perfect^^ igdo* 
ranee of God's righteousness, establishing theilf 
own j^« rejecting faith;^^ boast of the Ikw, and 
brjpiking the law|^^ without strensth;^!' shadow of 
things to come;^^ letter which kiQeth;*^ a minis- 
tration of death and condemnation ^^^ a covenant 
to vanisli away."^^ * 

^'On the contrary, behold the gospel! The 
veil done away;^ the darkness past, the true 
light shining/^ with Open face beholding the 
^lory of the Lord^^ changed into the $ame 
imagei*^ knowledge of God^^ obedience of faith ;^^ 
gift of righteousness, abundance of ^ace;^ free- 
dom from the l4w of sin and death|^ justifica- 
tion of life;*^ servants of righteousness;^ grace 
and truth;^^ ministration of the spirit^^^ bettec 

» Psalm, iv. 2. » Rom. vi. lY, » Gal. iv. 1. < Heb. 
ii. 15: 6 Gal. iv. 5, e John vii. 39. ? Is. 1. 10. 
8 2 Cor. iii. 15. » Heb. vii. 19. »o Rom. x. 3. " Rom. 
ix. 31. »2 Rom. ii. 23. " Ch. v. 6. viii. 3. i^ Col. 
ii. 17. " 2 Cor. iii. 6. is 2 Cor. iii. 7. 9. " Heb. 
viii. 13. 18 2 Cor. in. 14. Heb. vi. 14. w 1 John ii. 
8. Is. Ix. 19, 20. John i. 4. 2 Cor. iv. 6. Eph* v. 8. 
2 Tim. i. 10. 1 Pet. ii. 9. , ao 2 Cop. iii. 18. 21 Ibid. 
2S Gal. iv. 9. 28 Rom. i. 5. 24 Uom. v. 17. 26 Rom. 
viii. 2. 26 Rom. V. 18. 37 Rom. vi. 18. 28 John i. 
17. 2» 2 Cor. iii. 8. 
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covenant, better promises;^ better hope, tliat 
nvaketh perfect;' entering the .veil;' entering 
into rest;^ no condemnation;^ law of liberty;^ 
law of the spirit of life;' powtfr of an endles& 
life;^ love shed abroad bj the Holy Ghost;' 
Spirit shed abundantl^;^® washed, sanctified, 
justified;" preserved m Christ Jesus;** Par- 
takers of Christ;*^ Partakers of the Holy Ghost;" 
Partakers of the divine nature;^' unction from 
the Holy One, and knowing all things;^® chil- 
dren;^^ heirs of the promise;** heirs of Ggd, 
joint heirs witbChrist;^^ abundant life;^° eternal 
life^* peace;** ^rength;** victory;** things that 
cannot be shaken;*^ a kingdom that cannot be 
moved ;*^ all things become new.''*^ 

"All preachers therefore, whose doctrines 
and experience go no farther than this legal 
spirit of darkness, bondage, sin, the wajit of 
comfort, &c. are legal preachers: Those who 
teach and experience the glorious privileges of 
the gospel, light, liberty, holiness> and joy in 
the Lordi are gospel preachers. '' 

P. Without entering into the merits of this 
dispute; after all you have said on the point of 
holiness, some are of opinion that the pr«ach- 

1 Heb. viii,. 6. 2 Heb. vii, 19. » Ileb. vi, 19. 
< Heb. iv, 1. 6 Rom. viii, 1. * James i, 25. "^ Rom. 
viii, 2. 8 Heb. vii, 16. » Rom. v, 5. w Tit. iii, 6. 
n 1 Cor. vi, 11. w Jude 1. " Heb. iii, 14. w Heb. 
vi, 4. " 2 Pet i, 4. i« 1 John ii, 20. " Gal. iii, 
26. w Gal. iii, 29. w Rom, viii, 17. «> John x, 10. 
,21 John iii, 36- xvii, 3. 1 Job. v, 11. » Rom. v, 1. 
S3 Phil, iv, 13. Col. i, 11. ^ 1 John v. 4. 25 ij^b. 
^i, 27. 2<^ Heb. xii, 28. ^2 Cor. v. 17. 
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ing of the law, and good works so strenaously, 
is a great hindrance to the gospeh 

D- " They are so; and thereby prove that 
though the light shineth, yet the darkness com- 
prehendeth it not.^ All who experience the 
blessings of the eospel keep the commandments: 
ye are my friends (saith Jesus) if you do what- 
soever I cammand you.^ And this is the love 
of Gud, that we keep his commandments;^ hear 
the voice of that wisdom, which, is acknowledg- 
ed to be the eternal mind and word of God— » 
that was with God, and was God^^ Unto you^ 
O men, I call, and my voice is to the sons of 
mien. O ye simple, understand wisdom, and 
,be ye of an 'understanding heart. Hear, for I 
will speak of excellent things. My mouth shall 
speak truth. All the words of my mouth are in 
righteousness; they are all plain to him that un- 
derstandeth, and right to them that find know- 
ledge.^ Cry out therefore, after the way of 
wisdom, the voice of him that loved and re- 
deemed you; si^y to him, with deepest prostra- 
tion, I esteem all thy precepts concerning all 
things to be right'' O give me understanding, 
and I shall keep thy law.'^^r 

** The law is holy, just, and good." As far 
as we understand the gospel we magnify the 
law, and make it honourable.^ The law writ- 
ten in the heart is the fulfilment of the pro- 
pheicies; that for which all the righteous waited; 

1 John i, 5u s John xv, 10, 14. 3 1 John ▼, S. 
4 Johni, 1. * prov. viii. 4. 9. « Ps. cxix, 128. 
f Ver. 34. 73. 125. 245. » Bom. vii. 12. » ». 
xlii. 21. 
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the promises of God;^ and the very covenant of 
grace Itself.^ The gospel was ordained to this 
end, that we might be again made one with the 
law of God as at first: and the law shall endure 
for ever; when faith, hope, pardon, and a me- 
diatorial kingdom are no more." 

P. What is it you would have us to under- 
stand by the law? 

D. " The ceremonial institution of Moses was 
not the first and pure law of God. What he 
commanded wa& partly a repetition of the ori- 
ginal law given to Adam in paradise, partly a 
ritual law, both shadowing out good tiling to 
€ome$^ and added for punishment of transgres- 
sions,^ consisting in divers washiiJgs and carnal 
ordinances;^ and become a yoke that could not 
be borne.® The divine moral law, whose nature 
and duration is eternal, whose greatness and 
purity is like unto God, was a^esh repeated 
and reinforced by Moses, intermixed with those 
temporary ceremonies, concerning both of ^hich 
it is said, what nation is there that hath statutes 
and judments so righteous?^ And of these David 
' .cried, they rejoice the heart, enlighten the eyes, 
and' ai^e more to be desired than gold, and in 
keepingof them is great reward."^ 

^< The arguments used in scripture, and the 
conclusion the inspired writers always draw 
from our being delivered from the law is, that 
we should rise to superior holiness.^ - But the 

i Jer/xxxi, 33. « Heb. viii, 10. 3 lleb. x, 1. 
* Oal. iii, 19, « Heb. ix .10. e Acts xv. 10. '^ Deut, 
1v, r, 8. • Ps.'Xix, r. 11. 9 Rom. vii, 1. 6. 
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lierverse disputings of men of corrupt miDils^ 
aod reprobate concerning the faith,' take what 
is said concerning the" ceremonial bondage, our 
being dead to the ritual law bj the body of 
Christ," and delivered from the curse tlue to 
former disobedience,* and applj it to those 
rightepus judgments that endure forever.^ But 
to oppose this law, is to oppose grace, and what* 
ever is done against it equally affects faith> and 
its author and finisher.® For the law of God is 
no other than his own adorable image of holi- 
ness, revealed ta angels and men, and set before 
them for their glorious example. Whoever par* ' 
takes of the divine nature, bath this law Written 
in his -heart. In God it is a nature; to us a per- 
fect law of liberty;^ a coinmand;^ high privi- 
lege;^ the delight and desire of all that are of 
God; a glory that contains all our blessedness 
in time and in eternity."^® 

P. Then I perceive that you diifer from others 
as well as from me. And amidst this diversity 
of sentiments, who shall decide? 

D. ' ^> To the law and to the testimony; if 
they speak not according to this word, it is be- 
cause there is no light in them.^^ It is melan- 
choly to see some making void the law through 
faith ;^' speaking so as to make Christ the min- 
ister of sin;^ of the life of Christ so as to ex- 

1 1 Tim. vi, 5. 2 2 Tim. iii, 8. * Rom. viii. 4. 
* Gal. iii, 19. « Psalm cxix, 160. « Hcb. xii, 12.» 
7 James i, 25. 8 1 Pet. i, 16. » Deut. x, 12, 13. 

Psftl. xix, r, 11. cxix, 165. Rom. vi, 17. 22. viii, 2, 4. 

Titii, 14. 1 Pet. ii, 9. !• Rev. ii, 10. xiv, 13. xxii, 14. 

a Isa. viii, 20. « Horn, iii, 31. i^ Gal. xx,- 17. 
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cuse themseWes from obedience of the law, so 
as to make it hateful. ' Others are so set agaiust 
the tares of Antinomianisin, that with these, 
they root up llie good seed also, slighting the 
obedience of Christ ta the law; saying that bj 
his sufferings only we'are saved; which manner 
4>f speaking secretly wounds our regard for 
Christ before we are aware." 

^^ Leave it to Atheists and Arians to make 
light of any thing belonging to Christ. Every 
act of his pleased God in pur behalf. God only 
can fathom the unsearchable riches of Christ in 
all he did or suffered. Whatever Christ be- 
came, it was not for himself, but for us men, 
and for our salvation: And the infinite mind 
of God can only tell what profit we receive from 
his whole life and deaths He executed an 
offi(;e, performed a glorious part, that extended 
its efficacy to all persons, dittused a saving vir- 
tue over every one's station, and profited every 
relative dqty, and circumstance of life. He 
was always precious in his Father's sight, at 
ail times equally in his favour, being holy, and 
nndefiled, while he bore the sins of many,* and 
was always procuring something glorious for 
his people. There is no need therefore of des* 
troying the truth outpf fear of Antinomian error, 
seeing the scriptures of both the old and new 
Testament set themselves against the face of 
every At^tinomian, and leave him without ex- 
cuse. Upon the ungodly he shall rain snares, 
fire, and brimstone, an horrible tempest.^ And 

» Iaaiahliii,n2. 2 Psal. xi,j6. 
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the end of Christ Id fulfilling alt righteousness, 
was to purify to himself a people zealous of 
good works. "^ 

P. After all this disputing, what is religion? 

b. ** The of religion Jesus is the virtue of liis 
life and death, communicated through believ- 
ing; the partaking of his saving power, and con- 
forming to his example. He that saith he abideth 
in him, ought himself also so to walk even as 
he walked,^ he that saith I know him, and 
ke^peth not his commandments, is a liar.^ In 
this the children of God are manifest, and the 
children of the devil: Whosoever doeth not 
righteousness, is not of God.* This religion 
calls to the denying ourselves, following him,* 
walking as he walked,^ drinking of his cup,^ 
passing through his reproach,^ and suflferings of 
all kinds,'' with his resignation, holiness^, and 
victory. "^0 

"Religion, truth, God in one only. For 
though there be Gods many, and religions many, 
yet to u^ there is one God, one Lord Jesus 
Christ, one faith," one hope,^^ one way and nar- 
row path that Christ has commanded. ^^ He that 
turns' from the commandment, casts off religion: 
He whose obedience endureth to the end, in- 
herits eternal life.^^ This is the truth and power 

1 Tit. ii, 14. 2 1 John ii, 6. 8 i John ii, 4. * lb. 
lii, 10. Rom. xv, 6. 1 Pet. ii, 21. Mark viii, 34. Luke 
ix, 23. 6 Mat. xvi, 24. « 1 Johil ii. 6. ^ Matt. xx. 
22. 8 Heb. xiii, 13. 1 Pet. iv, 4. » 2 Cor. i, 5, 6. 
PJiil. iii, 10. 1 Pet. iv, 13. w 1 Pet. ii, 21. " Eph. 
iv, 15; 16. 12 1 Cor. viii, 6. i3 M»t. vii, 14. i* Mat. 
s;iii, 13. 
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of the g08pel, and thej onlj that preach this 
religion, preach Christ Jesus the Lord.^ If any 
teach otherwise, and consent not to wholesome 
words, he knoweth nothing."^ The evil that 
such do is manifest, if only by their soft, un- 
mortifying system, unfitting the spirit of the 
hearers for that sound speech that cannot be 
condemned."' 

P. You have not one word upon hereby and 
schism. Do you account them a mere nothing? 

D. Truly I do not, I wish you made no 
lighter of the sin of schism and heresy than I 
do. But they are words so little understood, 
that perhaps few subjects have more exposed 
the learned, whenever they attempted to treat 
of them. Probably you have thought that schism 
was the not uniting with your worship; and 
heresy, the not believing your creed. If so, 
you have found out new sins; sins not spoken 
of in the scripture. Herein you were wiser 
than inspired writers, and took upon you to 
mend the Bible."^ 

P. I could now be glad to hear more. As 
for the points you at first so much insisted upon, 
and the differences between you and some 
others about them, for my own part, I am clear 
of the whole: I never preach any thing about 
the matter, neither the operations of the spirit, 
nor experience, nor any such thing; and I never 
design it. 

1 Tim. vi, 3, 4. 2 Tit ii, 8. a Matt, x, 22. Rom. 
ii,6, r. lO.Rev. ii. 10. 

4 See Word to a Schismatick, by C. T. wherein 
Schism and Heresy arc explained . 
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D. I find, jou can still make your boast of 
this, that you neither believe, teach, nor expe- 
rience the things of the spirit of God, but only 
subscribe what you do hot believe $ how plainly 
do such preachers show themselves to be false 
prophets. 

P. How 80? I beseech you let me hear you 
explain yourself. 

O. Unless you are called of God, and sent by 
Him, you are a false prophet, for such are all 
who run and he hath not sent them.^ Again, 
false prophets do not speak God's words, but 
their own,^ causing the people to err through 
their lies;" strengthening the hands of evil doers, 
that none doth return from his wickedness.^ 
They say still unto them that despise God, the 
liord hath said, Ye «hall have peace; sind to 
every one that walketh after the imagination of 
his own heart, no evil shall come upon you.' 
Thus they teach the people to walk in the broad 
way, and not in the narrow path of repentance, 
faith, and holiness. Nay, they are more dili- 
gent to prevent the finding out this way, than 
to save a soul from death.** But if they had 
stood in my counsel, saith God, and had caused 
them to hear my words, then they should have 
turned them from the evil of their doings.'' There- 
fore by their fruits ye shall know them.^ True 
prophets are sent by God to labour^, feed the 

> Jer. xiv, 15. xxiii, 31. xxvii, 15. xxix, 9. Matt, ix, 
38. Acts XX. 28. ajer. xxiii, 16, 25, 26. » Jer. xxiii, 
62. Micah iii, 5. * Jer. xxiii, 14. « Verse 7. * Jatiies 
V, 20. 7 Jer. xxiii, 22. » Matt vii, 20. » Matt ix, 38. 
1 Tim. V, ir, 18. 
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flock, ^ and turn many to righteousness." False 
teachers do not profit the people,^ but are sent 
by Satan to^e idle, work mischief, devour, per- 
vert, or forsake the "flock. . Their strife is only 
about party and preferment, thej are concerned 
at nothing but the loss of this world, or to see 
others seeking the kingdom of heaven. They 
ridicule the way of truth, and persecute them 
that follow it 

P. Are false prophets all of one sort, like me? 

D. ^^ False projpnets are many, and lie con- 
cealed in various forms. Some appear in sheep's 
cloathing, Mat. vii. 15. putting on the harmless 
form of seeking your good, dissuading from over- 
much religion out of pure love. They f^ar yoa 
will erow melancholy, or not fare so well in the 
world as you might otherwise do, but lose your 
reputation amongst men, see.Lukevt. 22. others 
appear like what they are, ravenkig wolves, and 
&t once show their fierceness against every thing 
that bears the name of godliness. Some assume 
dominion over consciences, see 2 Corinth, i. 24. 
Some ^o forth with ^reat human authority, and 
DO divme. Some with great learning, and no 
experience. Some magnify themselves, and pre* 
sume' to forgive sin^^ others dishonour Christ, 

I Acts zx, 28. 1 Pet v, 5. ' Dan. zii, 3. * JeKmiah 
zziii, 33. 

* In a piece published at Naples^ the ecclesiastic 
write^saitli, *< Jesus Christ, to absolve men, suiFered 
infin^ agonies, and even death itself; whilst a confes- 
sor, by onlv lifting up his hands, acquits the guilty sin- 
ner." (Sharp's Letters Jrom Italy.) Nay, it is a com- 
mon boast with the Romish Cleigy, not only to exceed 
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and ascribe to him nothing, but vhaiis limited* 
Some deny all revealed truth; others make un- 
revealed notions equal with the inspired word." 

^ One false prophet solves all into chance, and 
saith there is no God^* another jdenies a provi- 
dence; a third reduces all to final annihilation. 
One denies the Triune Mystery; another the 
unity of the Three.* 

**^ Some know Christ only after the flesh,® and 
deign not even to mention the name of God, 
Christ, the Spirit or grace; but lisp an unmean- 
ing jargon of their own;' talk of the Lamb and 
the Saviour^ discarding all scripture expressions. 
They abhor commandments, renounce obliga- 
tions to duty,^ and putting a reed into the Sa- 
viour's hand, bow the knee and mock him. 

^^Some disdain the man, and receive Jesus 

our Lord in their power to absolve, but that they 
create Christ, and make Him that made us all. And 
even certain Protestant divines go so far as to affirm, 
concerning absolution, that '<God waits the word from 
tile priest's mouth, and is as it were, the scholar of the 
clergy." 

• Ps, liii, 1. Whether the Atheist will acknowledge 
the being of a God, yet the most inflexible can never 
erq^e the idea of existence, immensity, and* eternity. 
These are attributes of the Deity: therefore every man 
necessarily owns, that which is an acknowledgment of 
God himself. The belief of self-existence, duration, 
and infinity, are so inseparably interwoven in ua, that 
whether we attend or not to the idea of being, or con- 
sciousness, it is impossible to shake off the conception 
of somethmg that cannot be annihilated; and this is no 
other than the belief of a God. 

* 1 John V, 7. See notes on the New Testament by 
J. W. 2 2 Cor. V, 16. 3 1 Cor. ix, 31. 

K 2 
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enlj as he is God, accounting light of his sacri- 
fice for sin, through which we receive the whole 
of Christ in us. 

** These talk high of the * divine image,' — 

* heavenly birth,' — * relation to God,'—* Christ 
a serpent-bruiser;'-*but make light of the blood 
of the everlasting covenant,^ through which we 
receive the atonement,^ and draw nigh unto 
God.^ But to set up a Mediator without a satis- 
faction, to talk of sanctification without a pro- 
pitiation for sin,'* to approach God, but as being 
reconciled by the blood of the cross, ^ is only 
Deism in disguise, and has all tiie essence of 
denying Jesus Christ come in the flesh. "^ 

^' Some false prophets set up the letter of the 
word against the Spirit; others exalt their light 
within against the scripture of truth, ^ and con- 
tend for the sufficiency of an inward principle 
without the word preached; and equalize the 
grace in Heathens with the power of God in 
believers. Such teach a sceptic creed, and only 
change the word reason and natural conscience 
into a principle from above." 

'^ Some make havock with philosophy and vain 
deceit.^ Some make * nature as eternal as God,' 
honour ^darkness as the only ground of good,' 
and walking in the light of their own fire, and 
the sparks they have kindled,*' bind up the arm 
of Omnipotence, and confine God to formation 
without power to create. " 

1 Heb: X, 29. xiii, 20, » Rom. v, 11. « Heb. viii, 19. 

* 1 John ii, 2. s Ephes. ii, IS. Col. i, 20. « 1 John iv, 
2, 3. 2 John 4, ' Dan. x, 21. » Col. ii, 8. » Isaiah 1^ 
11. 
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"Some acknowledge no faith but what the 
church allows: some will have no religion but 
what is established by law. Some view gospel 
purity as heathen morality. Some see no beauty 
in holiness; athers no evil in sin. Some adhere to 
the outside pf religion, an<l despise all but mode 
and ceremony. Some affirm that ' God regards 
oiot sin in one;* nor forgives it in another*'. 

^^ One false prophet fights against the evidence 
of faith ;^ another against the fruits of righteous- 
ness:^ some allow no testimony of the spirit, but 
a hoFy life: others prefer legal obscurity and 
bondage to sin, before the light and power 
of the gospel. One opposes works to believing; 
another boasts of faith without works."^ Some 
deny original guilt;*, others, that nature is cor- 
rupt.^ One denies justification by faith;7 an- 
other saith, that works of holiness profit nothing.'* 
One saith righteousness is not imputed;^ another, 
no righteousness is implanted."^" 

"Some find out that Christ is our law-fulfiller, 
has done all for us, and not left us even to follow 
his steps.^^ Others, that he has only set us an 
example, and left us to struggle for ourselves. 

1 The Holy Ghost foreseeing what would be broach t 
ed hy false teachers, has forewarned us against what is 
so pleasing to flesh and blood; and g-iven this infallible 
mark whereby we may try the spirits: let no man de- 
ceive you; he that doeth righteousness is righteous, even 
as i)e is righteous. John iii, 7, 8. 

a^eb. xi, 1. » Gal. v, 22— 24. 4 jamesii, 18. SRom. 
lii, 23. V, 12. « Ep . ii, 3. ^ Rom. v, 1. « James ii, 22. 
Rev. xiv, 13. xxii, 14. »Rom. iv. 11, 22—24. Gal. iii, 
^. James ii, 23 »o Eph. iii, 16—19. " 1 Pet. ii. 21. 
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One exalts reason above revelation; another 
derides reason, and everj thing besides. 

** One sajs nature is pure, reason uncorrupt, 
and a sufficient guide: another bestows the gift 
of the spirit on the apostles onljr; a third con- 
fines inspiration to scripture: and not a few 
subscribe every thing, and believe nothing." 

*^ These are all false spirits gone out into the 
ivorld/ deceitful workers, ministers of anti« 
christ:' And however some of these corrupt 
opinions may be found in upright men; yet so 
far as any have embraced them, so far they are 
possessed by the spirit of falsehood: And Christ 
has bid us beware."'* 

P. If these things are so, few can be saved. 
However, I shall not so easily take your word, 
nor will I concern myself about needless spe- 
culations. 

D. Is it a needless speculation whether you 
are found of God to be a false or a true witness! 
However displeased or secure you may be at 
present, a day is coming when you will wish ^ 
you had paid more regard to scripture and my ' 
office; for then it will appear that even Satan 
himself is not so guilty as you. If he destroys 
men's souls, he shall answer for it as a murderer, 
but not as a guardian entrusted with them: but 
if the watchman doth not warn, if the shepherd 
doth not feed, if the prophet doth not instruct, 
if the steward doth not provide, he shall give 
account for offices neglected, fur talents hidden, 
and for a stewardship unfaithfully administered. 

» 1 Jolin iv, 1. 2 2 Cor. xi, 13. « Matt, vi, 1^, 16. 
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O, how unable will many be to stand in the day 
of accounts! How will they endure the cries of 
distressed souls, saying, our guides have misled 
usy our watchmen have betrayed us, our stewards 
have defrauded us, and following their example 
hath undone us for ever. 

P. At this rate, we shall soon have our churches 
deserted. 

D. I hope not. I advise my congregation 
through all difficulties and discouraging aspects, 
rather to hear, pity, and pray for you, than to 
go where the effect may be still worse. The 
pure word of God is read by me, and this is 
always profitable. My liturgy contains much 
truth; whereas in many other places errors 
equally dangerous, but more subtle and im- 
perceptible, are broached, without the same 
scripture truths to counterbalance. 

P. What places do you mean? 

D. All places where a cold, dull, extemporary 
service, void of God, is below even form itself. 
Wherever Jesus Christ is not displayed as a 
saviour from sin. Matt. i. £1. One that cleanses 
from all unrighteousness, Ezek. xxxvi. 25 — 29. 
1 John i. 9. Wherever strict obligations to 
obedience, Rom. vi. 15, 16, 18. Heb. v. 9. 1 
Pet. ii. 2. Faith that has assurance of God's 
favour, Rom. v. 1. Heb. xi. 1. 1 John v. 10. 
The necessity of growing in grace, in order to 
salvation, Matt. xxiv. 13. Rev. xxi. 7, £2, £4. 
The giving all diligence to make our calling and 
election sure, 2 Pet. i. 10. are not urged. 
Wherever the marks of grace, John viii. 12, 31. 
xiii. 35. XV. 8. Gal. v. 22 — 24. James iii. 17- 3 
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John iit. 14. and evidences of adoption, Rom. 
14 — 16. are brought below the scripture stand- 
ard: Wherever the living in sin, is said not 
finally to separate believers from God: Where- 
ever the eternity and equality of the triune per- 
sons of one self-subsistent Jehovah are not 
taught: from these I warn all to ffee. 

To sum up what I have said: before your 
labours can succeed, you must be converted 
yourselfi and declare the truth as it is in Jesus.^ 
The want of which has long forced the best 
members of the church to leave her communion; 
and such as you have been a constant cause of 
every rent and division. For what by your 
cold and corrupt doctrine, loose, disorderly 
living, being at the head of every idle diversion, 
subscribing and then deriding the fundamentals 
of your own church, the congregation must ne- 
cessarily think that either 1 was grown blind 
with age, or else conceive still worse of you. 

Indeed, you seem determined to die in your 
sins, and be the destruction of others. I have 
no hope of your reformation. I see you are ser- 
mon-proof, and past conviction, and would 
rather be refuted by a thousand scriptures, than 
have one act of parliament take you, or your 
emoluments in hand. But before we part, let 
me once for all, warn you not to ruin one soul 
more, by adding falsehood to God's word: dare 
not again to say, "the just man falls into sin 
seven times a day.'' The scripture testifies, — 

1 1 Tim. iv, 16. 
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he that committeth sin is of the devil:* And 
saith concerning affliction, the just man falleth 
seven times, and riseth up again, but the wicked 
shall fall into mischief.' 

P. If I must speak the truth, I never intend 
to preach your cfoctrine. I shall still think for 
myself. Your authority is but human, your 
office not founded^ on divine revelation. I read 
nothing of you in the Bible, which you tell me 
contains all articles of faith, refutes every evil, 
enforces every good, and leaves no room for 
discovering unrevealed truths.^ 

D. I will not presume beyond due restric- 
tions, but readily acknowledge myself confined 
within the limits of human appointment, and 
am always ready to give place to a more spiritual 
service. My desire is only to espouse scrip- 
ture: I plead not for my office, but the truth I 
contain. And how requisite seeing the times 
are perilous;* .and I am surrounded on all hands 
with those who first subscribe, and then deny. 
If you did not profess a regard for my authority, 
there would be no room to require you to foU 
low me. And certainly wherein I advance 
what is just, those that live by my influence, 
and pretend to adhere to me, are bound in con- 
science to receive me. If you did not think me 
scriptural, you should not have given your hand 
pretending to be my friend, when you were, in- 
deed, my mortal foe. 

To conclude: It is therefore most needful in- 
stantly to do one thing; and now I call aloud, 

' 1 John iii, 8. 2 prov. xxiv, 15, 16. 

3 Page 74. . * 2 Tim. iv, 3, 4. . 
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and insist on all that attend mj service, to de- 
clare who thej are for, joo or roe. Let each 
ask another, will jou stand bj the Desk, or by 
the Pulpit? Embrace scripture, and walk in the 
good old waj;^ or torn awaj jour ears from the 
truth, and turn aside to fables.' I trust 1 shall 
find some who will regard the oracles of God, 
and flee from ignorance and delusion. But as 
the greater part always love the broad waj, and 
choose the wide gate, I fear you will have most 
on jour side, and this will cause roe to go mourn- 
ing all mj days. I shall still consume awaj, 
and mj grej hairs will at last be brought with 
sorrow to the grave. But, lest mj death should 
be more sudden than maj be expected, I think 
it expedient to give mj last directions; and 
bequeath mj authoritj to those who are worthy 
to receive it. 

« Jer. vi i6. 2 2 Tim. iv, 4. 
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THE 



LAST Wllili AWD TESTAMENT, 



Of the Reading Desk of the Church of England, 
made this 1st. day of September, 1776, as 
follows: 

First, I bequeath to my true sons and zealous 
servants, all ttie church Bibles^ common-prayer . 
books, and 4)ooks of homilies, throughout Eng- 
land and Ireland, with the doctrines therein con- 
tained, and free and full liberty to preach in all 
churches and chapels in the iing^s dominions, 
to them and their heirs for ever, upon this con<^ 
dition, that they preach no other doctrine than 
the fundamental truths contained in the book 
of homilies set forth by king Edward the sixth, 
the church liturgy, and catechism. And as for 
all the tythes, oSerings, and other ecclesiastical 
benefices, I give them to the Pulpit, to enjoy 
during this vain life: but upon this proviso, that 
he never more attempt to mount the rostrum, or 
publicly or privately teach or preach, dr in any 
other way corrupt or molest the congregation, 
but quietly resign the place of a teacher; and 
with all speed collect together for himself, all 
the sermons, and books wherein the modern 



122 A DIALOGUE BETWEEN THE 

doctrine is contained, of Arian orthodoxy, sal- 
vation by works, no inspiration, no need of holi' 
ness, &c. These to be sent with proctors, ap- 
paritors, and spiritual courts to the Deists, 
Socinians, Papists, Turks and Pagans, and with 
them tliere to remain, and continue for ever. 

I leave it also, as my last and solemn charge, 
that ail the congregation listen with great at- 
tention to the sound that comes cut of the Desk 
and Pulpit, that they may understand the former 
and find out the latter, whenever it departs 
from the articles, homilies, and liturgy. Also, 
that all who renounce scripture, and me, its 
humble follower, that venture to remain under 
an unsound, falline Pulpit, do withdraw from 
me and all the faithful congregation, and pub- 
licly abjure the prophets and apostles, that a 
distinction may now be made between the 
righteous and the wicked, and they no longer 
be called the same church and sheep-fold, be- 
cause there will be an eternal separation at the 
last day. ^ 

I also charge all the faithful of my congrega- 
tion to send petitions to our twenty-six dioce- 
sians in my name, as follows: 

The once much esteemed Reading Desk, the 
ground, pillar, and essence of our ecclesiastical 
constitution, being in a very infirm state of 
health, having bequeathed all * that is valuable 
to the truly good, and whatever is corrupt or 
contemptible to infidels and ungodly men, de- 
serters and betrayers of their trust, humbly re- 

1 Matt, xxv, 32, 46. 



PULPIT AKD REAPING DESK. 123 

quests of jour lordships, that for truth and jus- 
tice sake, no Pulpit that shall hereafter renounce 
me, and deny what he has subscribed maj be 
suflfered to read anj thing to the people but this 
dialogue, till he return to his bounden dutj. 

Moreover, I myself request of your lordships, 
in the behalf of all that have any desire of 
faring well in the life to come^ that they may 
not be abused, frowned upon, or loaded with 
hard names, for absenting from those churches 
where there is civil war between Pulpit and 
Reading Desk; or for assembling wherever they 
find 'the prayers and sermon sweetly harmonize 
together: It being undeniable, that they are 
driven out of doors by hearing the Pulpit begin 
to contradict, as soon as ever the Desk holds 
his tongue, and makes way for the rest of the 
service. And that the Pulpit doth not enforce 
the truths of common prayer, but in effect, un- 
says every thing contained in the most essential 
articles of the established form. 

In particular, that the Pulpit doth not set 
forth the fall, depravity, and utter helplessness 
of man. — Doth not display the glorious person 
and office of the Messiah, and the power of his 
spirit.— Doth not show that through faith alone 
we are accepted. — Nor warn men of the danger 
of neglecting so great salvation.^ 

But, on the contrary, they hear only unedi- 
fying philosophy, dry morality, and reviling of 
others: — roan's sufficiency without grace, to re- 
pent and turn to God: — How little holiness will 

1 Hebrews il, 3. 
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procure heaven, how much sia we may commit, 
and yet be saved: — The enthusiasm and pre- 
sumption of regarding those petitions, I offer up 
for conformity to the will of God, and the com- 
fort of his Holy Spirit. 

Also I farther request, for my poor distressed 
and despised congregation, a new Pulpit, truly 
good, erected of materials as old and«ound as 
the reformation, squared according to scripture 
model; the size, shape and colour of the Read- 
ing Desk; and that the present grisly, rotten 
rostrum, with all its motley mixture of popery 
and protestantism, contrariety, and uncement- 
ing tenets of paganism and Christianity, so long 
subsisting in one place, to the utter disgrace of 
the gospel, be forever removed out of sight, and 
never heard of more. Witness my hand the 
day and year above written. 

READING DESK. 

Witnesses to the will: 

Bishop Cranmer, Latimer, Ridley, Jewel, &c. 
with the joint testimony and consent of all the 
truly wise and good, the glorious reformers, 
martyrs, and faithful confessors, in all ages and 
places, from the time of the prophets, and apos- 
tles: All that ever believed or hoped aright, — 
that were ever converted from heathen dark- 
ness, Romish ignorance, profaneness, earthly- 
mindedness, or that ever turned their face from 
Babylon, to walk the way to Sion. 
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